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ons of Dr. Johnſon will be, no doubt, 
welcomed by the public, with a dif. 
tinction ſimilar to that which has 
been already er to his other Works, : 


"EO many years of his life, -he 
ſtatedly obſerved certain days * with 


a religious ſolemnity; on which, and 
other occaſions, it was his cuſtom to 
compoſe ſuitable Praye and Medi- 
tations; committing them to writing 


Via. New Year's Day; March 28, the day 
on which his wife, Mrs. Elizabeth Johnfon, died; 
Good Friday; Eafter Day; and September the 
18th, en birth-day. of 3 


A 


PREFACE 


for his own uſe, and, as he . 
me, without any view to their pub- 
lication. But being laſt ſummer on 
a viſit at Oxford to the Reverend 
Dr. Adams * and that Gentleman + 
urging him repeatedly ta engage in 
ſome work of this kind, he then 
firſt conceived a deſign to reviſe 
| - theſe pious effuſions, and bequeath 
FF - them, with enlargements, to the 
Wh uſe and benefit of others. 
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 Irffirmities, however, now  grow- | 
ing faſt upon him, he at length 
1 changed this deſign, and SIO 


© * 


* 


Un, F | 
* Maſter of —— College, at which Dr. 
Johnſon received part of his education. of, 


Az 
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to give the Manuſcripts, without. 
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reviſion, in charge ta me, as I Had 


long thared his intimacy, and was 


at this time his daily attendant. Ac- 
cordingly, one morning, on' my vi- | 


ſiting him by defire at an early hour, 


he put theſe Papers into my hands, 3 


with inſtructions for committing 5 
them to the Preſs, and with a pro- 


37 


miſe to prepare a ſketch of lis On 
life to accompany them. But th 


performance of this promiſe alſo was * 2 


prevented, partly by his hafty def- 
truction of ſome private memoirs, _ 
which he afterwards lamented, and F 
partly by that "incurable Afickneſs, , 


which ſoon e in His Aika * 
tion. 


* 
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* ieee he is allowed to 
have excelled without a rival; and 
we may juſtly regret, that he who 
had ſo advantageouſly tranſmitted 
to poſterity the lives of other emi- 
nent men, ſhould have been thus 
intercepted in conſtructing the nar- 
rative of his own. But the parti- 

culars of this venerable man's per- 

ſonal hiſtory may ſtill, in great mea- 
ſure, be preſerved; and the Public 
are authoriſed to expect them from 
ſome of his many friends, who. are 
zealous to augment. the monument 
of his fame by the detail of his ih 5 
vate virtues. 


That 
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That the arthenticity of this 
work may never be called in queſ- 
tion, the original manuſcript will be 
depoſited in the library of Pem- 
broke College in Oxford. Dr. Bray's 
aſſociates are to receive the profits 
of the Firſt Edition, by the Author's 
appointment; and any further ad- 
vantages that accrue, will be diſ- 
tributsd nn relations. 


I have now A the trust 
repoſed in me by that Fi ĩend, whoſe 
labours entitle him to laſting grati- 
tude and veneration from the Lite- 
rary, and ſtill more from the Chriſ- 
tian world. His Lines of the Eng- 
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liſh Poets are written, as he juſty 


hopes , in ſuch à manner as may. 


tend io the promotion of Piety. This 
merit may be aſcribed, with equal 

truth, to moſt of his other works; 
and doubtleſs to his Sermons, none 
of which indeed have yet been made 
public, nor is it known where they 

are extant; though it be certain, 
from his own acknowledgment, both 
in converſation and writing +, that 

he compoſed many. As he ſeems to 


| have turned his thoughts with pecu- 


lar earneſtneſs to the ſtudy of reli- 


gious ſußſe cds, we may preſume 
h theſs remdins would __ to be 
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numbered among his happieſt pro- 


ductions. It is therefore hoped they 
haye fallen into the hands of thoſe, 
who will not withhold them in ob- 
ſcurity, but conſider them as depo- 
ſits, the ſecluſion of which from 
general uſe, would be an injurious 


diminution of their Author's fame, 


and retrenchment from the common 


ſtock of rer inſtruction. 


But the znteguity: of bis mind was | 
not only ſpeculatively ſhadowed in 
his writings, but ſubſtantially ex- 
emplified in his life. His Prayers. 
and his Alms, like thoſe of the 


good Cornelina, went up for a con- 
ä tinual 7 


1 PR ee 


tiaual Gundel and always, from 


a heart deeply impreſſed with piety, 
never inſenſible to the calls of 


friendſhip and compaſſion, and prone. 


to melt in effuſions. of tenderneſs 


on the ſlighteſt incitement. 


When among other articles in 
bis Dictionary, Lichfield preſents 
itſelf to his notice, he ſalutes 


that place of his nativity in 
| theſe words of Virgil, Salve, nagne 
Fa rent. Nor was the ſalutation 
of adopted without reaſon : for well ; 


might he denominate his parent city 


great, who, by the celebrity of his 


name, hath for ever made it ſo- 


4 


Salve, magna parens frugum, Staffordia tellus, 
Magna virſm. VIIC. Georg. lib. ii. I. 173. 
More 
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More deciſive teſtimonies of his 
affectionate ſenſibility are exhibited 
in the following work, where he be- 
wails the ſucceſſive depredations of 
death on his relations and friends; 

whoſe virtues, thus mournfully ſug- 
geſted to his reeollection, he ſeldom 
omits to recite, with ardent wiſhes 


for their acquittal at the throne of 
mercy. In praying, however, with 
reſtriQtion * * -for theſe regretted te- 

| | nants E'2 


Our Author informs us, that his Prayers ſor de- #: a 
ceaſed friends were offered up. on ſeveral oecaſions, | 
as far as might be lawful for him ; and once (p. 1 32), 
with Preface of Fermiſſion : whence it ſhould ſeem. 
that he had ſome doubt concerning, the lawſulneſs a 
of ſuch Prayers, though it does not appear that he 
ever diſcontinued the uſe of them. It is alſo ob- 
robs that in his reflections on the death of his © 
Wiſe 
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4 


nants of the grave, he indeed con- 
formed to a practice, which, though. 


- It has been retained by other learn- 
ed members of our church, her Li- 


turgy no longer admits, and many, 
who adhere to her communion, a- 
vowedly diſapprove. That ſuch 
Prayers are, or may be, efficacious, 
they who ſincerely offer them muſt. 
| believe. But may not a belief i in. 


Wife (p. 192), and again of Mr: Thrale (p. 221) 
be wiſhes that the Almighty not may have, but may. 
"hive had, mercy on them; evidently ſ uppoſing their 
fentence to have been already paſt in the Divine 
Mind. This ſuppoſition, indeed, may ſeem not very, | 
| conſiſtent with his recommending them to the Di- 
vine Mercy afterwards. It proves, however, that 
he had no belief in a ſtate of Purgatory, and conſe... 
quently no reaſon for praying for the dead, that 
could impeach the ſincerity. of his n, as a 
| Proteſtant, 
their 


) 
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their efficacy, ſo far as it prevails, 
be attended with danger to thoſe 
who entertain it ? May it not incline 
them to careleſsneſs; and promote 
a neglect of repentance, by inducing 
a perſuaſion, that without it, par- 
don may be obtained through theſe 
vicarious interceſſions? Indeed the 
doctrine (I ſpeak with deference to 
the great names that have eſpouſed. 

it) ſeems inconſiſtent with ſome prin» 
ciples generally allowed among us. 
If, where the tree falleth, there it 
Hall be; if, as Proteſtants maintain, 
our ſtate at the cloſe of life is to be 
the meaſure of our final ſentence; 
then Prayers for the dead, being vi- 
ſibly ** can be e only 


„ 
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as the vain oblations of ſuperſſition. 
But of all ſuperſtifions, this perhaps 
is one of the leaſt unamiable, and 
moſt incident to a good mind. If 
our ſenſations of kindneſs be in- 
tenſe, thoſe whom we ha ve revered 
and loved during life, death, which 
removes them from ſight, cannot 
wholly ſeclude from our concern, 
The fondneſs, kindled by inter- 
courſe, will ſtill glow from memory; 
and prompt us to wiſh, perhaps to 
pray, that the valued dead, to whoſe 
felicity our friendſhip can no longer 

'_ miniſter, may find acceptance with 
Him, who 'groeth us, and them, 
_tichly all things to enjoy. It is true, 
for the reaſon juſt mentioned, ſuch 
evi- 


© _ 
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evidences of our ſurviving affection 
may be thought ill-judged : but 
ſurely they are generous; and ſome 
natural teriderneſs is due even to a 
ſuperſtition, which thus originates 
in piety and benevolence. 

We ſee our Author, in one 
place ®, purpoſing with ſeriouſneſs 
to remember his brother's dream; 
in another t, owning his ermbarraſs- 
ment from needleſs ſtipulations; 
and, on many occaſions, noting, 
with a' circumſtantial minuteneſs, 
the proceſs of his religions faſt. — 
But theſe peculiarities, if they be- 
tray ſome tincture of the propenſi- 
ty already obſerved, prove, for the 
moſt part, the pious tenour of his 


P. 39. 7 +23: 1... | 
thoughts. 
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thou ghts. They Indicate a mind 
_ ardently zealous to pleaſe God, and 
anxious to evince its alacrity in his 
ſervice, by a ſcrupulous obſervance 
of more than enjoined duties. 

But, however, the ſoundneſs of 
his principles might; in general, be 
apparent, he ſeems to have lived 
with a perpetual conviction that his 
conduct was defective; lamenting 

paſt neglects, forming purpoſes of 
future diligence, and conſtantly ac- 
knowledging their failure in the 
event. It was natural for him, who 
poſſeſſed ſuch powers of uſefulneſs, 
to conſider the waſte of his time as 
a peculiar delinquency ; with which, 


| however, he appears to have been 
. far leſs frequently, and leſs culpably 


chargeable, than his own tender _ 
ſenſe of duty diſpoſed him to ap- 


prehend. i 
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prehend. That he meritoriouſly re- 
deemed many days and years from 
indolence, is evinced by the num- 
ber and excellence of his Works; 
nor can we doubt that his literary 
exertions would have been ſtill more 
frequent, had not morbid melancholy, 


which, as he informs us“, was the 


infirmity of his life, repreſſed them. 
To the prevalence of this infirmity, 
we may certainly aſcribe that anxi- 

ous fear, which ſeized him on the 
approach of his diſſolution, and 
which his friends, who knew his in- 
tegrity, obſerved with equalaſtoniſh- 
ment and concern. But the ſtrength 
of religion at length prevailed a- 
gainſt the frailty of nature; and his 
foreboding dread of the Divine Juſ- 
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tice, by degrees ſubſided into a pious 


truſt and humble hope in the Di- 


vine Mercy. 


He is now gone to await his eter- 
nal ſentence; and as his life exhi- 
bited an illuſtrious example, ſo his 
death ſuggeſts an intereſting admo- 
nition. It concerns us to reflect, 
that however many may find it im- 


poſſible to rival his intellectual ex- 


cellence, yet to imitate his virtues, 
is both poſſible and neceſſary to all; 


that the current of time now haſtens 


to plunge us in that gulph of death, 
where we have ſo lately ſeen him 


4 abſorbed, where there is no more 
bee of repentance, and whence, 


according to our innocence or guilt, F 
we ſhall riſe to an immortality of 


b-  Blifsor Torment. 
N GEORGE STRAHAN. - 


| Hllington, 
Auguſt 6, 1785. 
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a of all mankind, Father of all mercie s 


so the Creator and Preſerver " 


* 
*. 


I chine unworthy ſervant do give Then 


2 PRAYERS AND 


moſt humble thanks, for all thy goodacls.. 
and loving-kindneſs to me. I bleſs Thee 
for my creation, preſeryation,; and re- 
demption, for the knowledge of thy ſon 
| Jeſus Chriſt, for the means of grace and 
the hope of glory. In the days of child- 
Wod/an® yduth id the nidft of Wes 
neſs, blindneſs and danger, Thou haſt 
protected me;: amidſt afflicttions of mind, 
body and eftate, Thou haft ſupported 
me; and amidſt Fanity / and wickedneſs 
Thou haſt ſpared me. Grant, O mer- 
ciful Father, that I may have a lively 
| ſenſe of. thy mercies. Create in me a 
> contyite heart, that I may worthily la- 
q ment my ns, and acknowledge my 
wickedneſs, and obtain remiſſion and fors 
4 giveneſs, through the ſatisfaction of Jeſus, 
Z 76 Cpfriſt. And, © Lord, mob Th by; 
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MEDITATION'S 3 


thy grace, to redeem the time which I 
have ſpent in ſloth, vanity and wicked- 
neſs; to make uſe of thy gifts to the 
honour of thy name; to lead a new life 
in thy faith, fear and love; and finally 
to obtain everlaſting life. Grant this, 
Almighty Lord, for the merits and thro? 
the mediation of our moſt holy and bleſ- 
ſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; to whom with 
Thee and the Holy Ghoſt, Three Per- 
ſons and One God, be all honour and 
Blory, world without end. Amen. | 


98. 27 *. —» 7 3 
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Tranſcribed Jan's 26, 1 1768.” 


This is the firſt folemn prayer, of which 
l have a copy. Whether I compo- 
fed _ before > ya, I queſtion, | . 
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1 Ar Linichty 2 . God, in 
4 whoſe hands are life and death, by 
whoſe wilt all things were created, and 
dy whoſe providence they ar6 ſuſtained; 
I return Thee thanks that Thou haſt 
given me life, and that Thou haſt con- 
tinued it to this time 1 that Thou haſt 


©, * 


hitherto forborn to ſnatch me away in 
the midſt of ſin and folly, and haſt per- 
mitted me fill to enjoy the means of 
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| grace, and vouchſafed to call me yet 
again to repentance. Grant, O mercifut 
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3 
Lord, that thy call may not be vain; that 
my life may not be continued to increaſe 
my guilt, and chat thy gracious forbear- 
ance may not harden my heart in wick- 
edneſs. Let me remember, 0 my God, 
that as days and years paſs over me, I 
approch nearer to the grave, where there 
is no repentance; and grant, that by the 
aſſiſtance of thy Holy: Spirit, 1 may bs 
paſs through this life, that 1 may obtain 
lle everlaſting, fox the! ſake of- ourT.6td 
** D Amen. i Nat zm 10 
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DAS. 
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January 1. 


A Lnighty and moſt merciful Father, 
who haſt not yet ſuffered me to fall into 
the grave; grant that I may fo remem- 
ber my paſt life, as to repent of the 
days and years which I have ſpent in 


ſorgetfulneſs of thy mercy, and neglect 

of my own ſalvation, and ſo uſe the 

| time which Thou ſhalt yet allow me, as 

| that I may become every day more di- 

| N ligent in the duties which in thy provi- 

dence ſhall be aſſigned me; and that, 
| when 


MEDITATIONS 7 
when at laſt 1 ſhall be called to judg- 
ment, I may be received as a good and 
faithful ſervant into everlaſting happi- 


neſs, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt | our 
Lord. Amen. - 
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9 Jaiuary I, after 3 in the morning. 


E w A Lmighty God, by whoſe will I was 
3 created, and by whoſe providence ! have 
been ſuſtained, by whoſe mercy I have 
been called to the knowledge of my Re- 
. deemer, and by N grace whatever I 
: have thought or ated acceptable 1 to Thee 
has been inſpired and directed; grant, 
0 Lord, that in reviewing my paſt life, 
8 I may recollect thy mercies to my preſer- 
vation, in whatever ſtate thou prepareſt 
for me; that in affliction I may remem- 
ber how often I have been ſuccoured ; and 


. 
mn : 
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in proſperity may know and confeſs from 
whoſe hand the bleſſing is received. _ Let 
me, O Lord, ſo remember my ſins, that 
I may ene them by true nee 


— — 


the) years which Thou ſhalt yet allow me, 
that Emay hourly. become purer in thy 
ght; fo that I may live in, thy fear and 
die in thy ſavour, and find mercy at 
the laſt day, ſor the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt 
Amen. 4 Aren 0 ied aus lot 

Matt 137 Yo 3 5: 10 giti! 
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Ai. ache God, the giver of all good 
things, without whoſe help all tabour is 
ineffectual, and without whoſe grace all 
wiſdom i is folly ; grant, I beſeech Thee, 1 
that in this my undertaking, thy Holy 
Spirit may not be withheld from me, but 
that I may promote thy glory, and the 
ſalvation both of myſelf, and others; grant 
this, O Lord, for the 1. of Jeſus GO | 
Amen. 
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Before any new STUDY. 


ee n Of November. 


29 
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A: . God, in 3 W are 
all the powers of man; who. giveſt un- 
derſtanding, and takeſt it away; ; who, 
as it ſeemeth good unto Thee, enlight- 
eneſt the thoughts of the ſimple, and- 
darkeneſt the meditations of the wiſe, 
be prefent with me in my ſtudies and en- 


quiries, 


* 


Grant, 
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fs; as will moſt promote thy glory, and 


\ 
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Grant, 0 Lord, that I may not laviſh | 
away the life which Thou haſt given me 


on uſeleſs trifles; Gor waſte it in vain 
ſearches after things which Thou haft hid- 


r 


Enable me, by thy Holy Spirit, ſo to 
ſhun floth and negligence, that everꝝ day 
may . diſcharge part of the taſk which 
Thou haſt allotted me; and ſo further 


with thy help that labour which, withoht 


thy help, 'muſt be neffeQual, "that may : 
obtain, i in all my undgtakings, ſuch ſuc- 


the falvation of my ov own foul, for the 
ſake of Jefus © Cuſt, Amen. 7 
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| O. rt in whole nnd are lite and 
2 Aesch, by whoſe power I am ſuſtained, 
1 and b. by whole® merey L. am | ſpared, look 
| down upon me with pity. Forgive me, 
"that I have this day neglected the duty 
which thou haſt aſſigned to it, and ſuf- 
fered the hours, of which I muſt give 
account, to paſs away without any endea- 


vour to accompliſh thy will, or to pro- 
mote my own ſalvation. Make me to 
remember, O God, that every day is 


thy gift, and ought to be uſed accord- 
ing 


- 


14 PRAYERS AND 

ing to thy command. Grant me there- 
fore, ſo to repent of my negligence, 
that I may obtain mercy from Thee, 
and paſs the time which Thou ſhalt yet 


allow me, in diligent performance of thy 
commands, through Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


. wy " 


MEDITATIONS 13 


. 4 4 
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On : EASTER DAT. 
April 22, 


O: Lord, who gireſt the grace of re- 
Eentance, and heareſt the prayers of the 
penitent, grant that by true contrition, 
I may obtain forgiveneſs of all the fins 
committed, and of all duties neglected, | 
in my union with the wife whom Thou 
haſt taken from me; for the neglect of 
Joint devotion, patient exhortation, and | 
mild inſtruction. And, O Lord, who . 
canſt change evil to good, grant that 
the loſs of my wife may ſo mortify all 
inordinate 


* — — 


„ PRA VIER AND 


inordinate affections in me, that 1 1 may 
henceforth pleaſe Fhee by holineſs of 
E 


And, O Lori, W far as itt may be 
lawful for me, I commend to thy father- 
ly goodneſs the ſoul of my departed wife; 
bo beſeeching Thee to grant her whatever 
is beſt in her preſent ſtate, and mne 
receive her to eternal Happineſs, All this 
I beg, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, > whoſe! 
death I am now about to commemorate. 
10 wi; dc. Atmen. 8 aN I 


; 4144141 109. 
"This I repeated Pt ni at church, 
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March 28, in the morning, 


Oc af W 570.1 =: 119 
God, who on tiny went Ng 
to take from me my dear wife, ſanctify 
to me my ſorrous and reſlections. Grant, 
that I may renew and practiſe the re- 
tins Pinch I made When thy men- 
ing hand was upon me. Let 


n ren . 
membrance of, thy Judgments, by m 
my wiſe 1 taken away, awaken Yo: . 
repentance ; z. and the ſenſe of. thy m 


"0 va k * 441. III. 1 £ 7210 
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s PRAYERS AND 


by which I am ſpared, ſtrengthen my 
hope and confidence in Thee, that by 
the aſſiſtance and Caliber of thy Holy 


Spirit, I may ſo paſs through things tem- 


oral, as finally to gain everlaſting hap- I - 
pineſs, and to paſs, by a holy and happy, a 
death, into the Joy which Thou haſt " 
prepare fot thoſe that love Thee. F 
. ( 

Grant this, O 14 for the 250 ; 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 1805 , 
: A Rr are ei 058% t 

| 1 1 4291 n 

The melancholy of this day, hung 0 


long upon me. 


Of the reſolutions made this day, 
I in ſome meaſure kept that of 
breaking from indolence. i 


* f 


MEDITATIONS: 19 


March 28, 17 54, at night. 


A Lmighty God, vouchſafe to ſanctifſy 
unto me the reflections and reſolutions 
of this day; let not my ſorrow be un- 
profitable; let not my reſolutions be vain. 
Grant that my grief may produce true 
repentance, ſo that I may live to pleaſe 
Thee; and when the time ſhall come 
that I muſt die like her whom thou haſt 
taken from me, grant me eternal happi- 
neſs in thy preſence, through Jeſus _ 
our Lord. Amen. | 


«2 


o 
5 


* 5 I. C52 
r 
SAR 3 . 


Lind; Sho kat erdiincd Abus ü 
| ie che lot of man, and} ſeeſt the nece(ſ- 


lies of all thy ereatures, bleſs my ſtudies 


[id endeavours feed me with food con- 
venient for me; and if it ſhall” be thy 


good pleaſure to intruſt me with plenty, 


give me a compaſſonate heart, that I may 


ee 7 to relieve the wants of others; 
let 


„ F F F 


% 1 „ 
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MEDITATIONS. at 


let neither poverty nor riches eftrange my 
heart from Thee, hut. affift me with thy 
grace ſo to live 8 that I may die in thy 

favour, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Amen. . 


19 8 * 


Tue Study v was not perſued. 
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T ranſeribed June 26, 5 
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22 PRAYERS AND; 


A * 
75 6 
- 13 0 
* . — „ 4 711. 


January — afternoon: 


Akaibo and everlaſting God, in 
whom we live and move, and have our 
| being; glory be to Thee for my reco- 
K very from ſickneſs, and the continuance 
of my life. Grant, O my God, that J 
may improve the year which I am now 


— - 
— — — „Kr „ͤ%ö . . . " — 
s vu n , "iT 


beginning, and all the days which. thou 


ſhalt add to my life, by ſerious repent- 


ance and diligent obedience; that by the 
help of thy Holy Spirit, I may uſe the 
means of grace to my own falvation, 


and at laſt enjoy thy preſence in eternal 
wet for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


Ur 


C 


PR thou haſt now taken away, and 


MEDITATIONS. 2g 
HILL BOOTHBY's Death. 


"January, bs * 
O Lord Cod, alm mighty Aiſpoſer of 
all things, in whoſe hands are life and 
death, who giveſt * comforts and takeſt 
them, away, I return; ; Thee thanks for 
the good example of Hill Boothby, 


implore thy grace, that 1 may improve 
the, c opportunity a of inſtruction which thou 
haſt afforded me, by the knowledge of 
her life, and by the. ſenſe of her death; 
that, I may conſider the uncertain ty of C4 
my preſent ſtate, and apply myſelf ear- 
neſtly to the duties which thou, haſt ſet 
before me; that living in thy fear, I may . 
J 


11. 


24 PRA ERS AND 5 
die in th y favour, through Jeſus us Chriſt 


WS, Ci 


our E Amen. 
1 commend, Ke. W and H. B. 
Tranſcribed June 3 26, 1 <a 


When Gy By Was ee nods PRA. 9 5 
on 0 Februaty 15, 1756. 


* 7 114 — 4 
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Inet) God, , who .haſl Ppt A 


. oe 3 


. . 
* 
_ 


Nat Poly 
| light to. my eye, and enabled 


perſue, again the ſtudies which thou Ng 
ſet before me; | "teach we by the dimi⸗ 
nution of. my fight, to remember chat 
whatever I poſſeſs is thy” 'gift; and by 
its recovery, to " Hope for thy mercy? 
and, O Lord, take not thy Holy Spi- 
rit from me; but grant that I may ſs 
thy bounties actoldirig / to thy Will, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen, 


[ 


MEDITATIONS. 25 


N TRODUCTORY PRAYER. 
March 4 5 


O God, who defireft not the death of 
a ſinner, look down with mercy upon 
me, now daring to call upon Thee. 

Let thy Holy Spirit ſo purify my affec- 
tions, and exalt my deſires, that my 
prayer may be acceptable in thy ſight, 
throu ough h Chriſt Amen. : 


ſ 


March 28, about 2 in the morning. 


Armighty God, our heavenly Father, 
whoſe judgments terminate in mercy, 
grafit, I beſeech Thee, that the re- 

C membrance 
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2 PRAYERS AND 


membrance of my v wife, We mou haſt 


1 $I( .. 


taken from me, may not load my Toul 


with unprofitable ſorrow, but may excite 
in me true repentance of my ſins and 


negligences; and, by the eo peraſo 
of thy grace, may produce, in me a E 
life, pleaſing tg Thee. Grant, that the | 
loſs of my wife may teach me the true 
uſe of the Acflings | which are yet left 
me; and, that, however bereft of worldly 
% comforts, I may find peace ang. refuge 
in thy ſervice, through Jeſus Chriſt our 


Lord. Amen. 


FFF 


712 


Holy Spirit, that I may ſo paſsi throught - 
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Jan. 1, at two in the” morning. ” 


f pins God, who haſt e me 


to the beginning of another year, and 


by - prolonging my life inviteſt to re- 
pentance, forgive me that I have miſs 
pent the time paſt; enable me, from 
this inſtant, to amend my life accord-! 
ing to thy holy: word; grant -me::thy) 


— 


things temporal, as not finally to: loſe 

the things eternal: O God, heat my 85 
prayer for the ſake of Jeſus Chtiſt. 
Amen. e abo hs bas 2484181 TY 


"4 
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35 PRAYERS AN DU 


EASTER EVE. 


Abl mighty God, heavenly Father, who 
defireſt not the death of a finner, look 
down with mercy upon me, depraved 
with vain imaginations, and entangled 
in long habits of fin. Grant me that 

race, without which. I can neither will 
nor do what is acceptable to Thee. 
Pardon my ſins; remove the impedi- 
ments that hinder my obedience'; ena- 
ble me to ſhake off ſloth, and to te- 
deem the time miſpent in idleneſs and fin, 
by a diligent application of the days 
yet remaining, to the duties which thy 
providence ſhall allot me. O God, 
grant me thy Holy Spirit, that I may 
| repent and amend my life; grant me 


. 


MEDITATIONS 29 


contrition, grant me reſolution, ſor the 


| ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, to whoſe covenant 


I now implore admiſſion, of the bene- 
fits of whoſe death 1 implore participa- 
tion. For his ſake have mercy on me, 
O God; for his ſake, O God, pardon 
and receiye me. Amen. 


Sept. 18, 1757. 


Armighty and moſt merciful Father, 
by whoſe providence my life has been 
prolonged, and who haſt granted me 


nov to begin another year of probation, 
vouchſafe me ſuch aſſiſtance of thy Hol 
Spirit, that the continuance of my life 


may not add to the meaſure of my guilt; 
| but 


30 PRAYERS AND 
„ dut that J may ſo repent of the days 
and years paſſed in neglect of the duties 
which thou haſt ſet before me, in vain 
thoughts, in ſloth, and in folly, that I 
may apply my heart to true wiſdom; by 
{ diligence redeem the time loſt, and' by 
repentance obtain pardon, for the ſake of 

| Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. | 


* 
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MEDITATIONS. 31 
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E A s Þ E * D A r. 
n | March 26. 


| * moſt mavitul. Father, 
who haſt created me to love and to ſerve. 
Thee, enable me ſo to partake of the ſa- 
crament in which the death of - Jeſus 
Chriſt is commemorated, that I may 
henceforward lead a new life in thy faith 
and fear. Thou, who knoweſt my frail- 
ties and infirmities, ſtrengthen and -ſup-. 
port me; grant me thy Holy Spirit, that, 
after all my lapſes, -1 may now conti- 
tinue ſtedfaſt in obedience, that, after 
long 


„ 


R 


32 PRAYERS AND 
long habits of negligence and fin, 
I may at laſt, work out my fa 
vation with diligence and conſtancy; . 
purif y my thoughts from pollutions; 
and fix my affections on things eternal. 
Much of my time paſt nas been loſt in 
ſloth; let not what remains, O Lord, be 
given me in vain; but let me, from this 
time, lead a better life, and ſerve Thee 
vith a 2 © ia eaſt „ n 
our Lord. 1 Sdants: 
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| March 28, py Fo 


7 and eternal God, aho 
giveſt life and takeſt it away, grant 
that while Thou ſhalt prolong my con- 
tinuance on earth, I may Hive wich * i 
Sine 


— 


MEDITATIONS, 33 
due ſenſe of thy mercy and forbear- 
ance, and let the remembrance of her 


whom thy hand has ſeparated from me, | 


teach me to conſider the ſhortneſs and 


uncertainty of life, and to uſe all dili- 
gence to obtain eternal happineſs. in thy“ 


preſence. O God, enable me to avoid 


Nloth, and to attend heedfully and con- 
ſtantly to thy word and worſhip. What- 


ever was good in the example of. my 
departed wife, teach me to follow; and 
whatever was amiſs, give me grace to 
ſhun, that my affliction may be ſancti- 


fied, and that remembering how much 5 


every day brings me nearer to the grave, 8 


bm 
FA 


1 may every day purify my mind, aud. 
amend my life, by the aſſiſtance of thy +4 


Holy Spirit, till at laſt I ſhall. be accept- | 4 
ed by Thee, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, - 
Amen, C5 | 7 


34 PRAYERS AND 


Sept. 18, hora primi matutina. | 


-> 


"FM and moſt merciful Father 
who yet ſpareſt and yet ſupporteſt me, 
who ſupporteſt me in my weakneſs and 
| ſpareſt me in my fins, and haſt now 

granted to me to begin another year, ena- 
ble me to improve the time which is yet 
before me, to thy glory and my own ſal- 
vation. Impreſs upon my foul ſuch re- 
pentance of the days miſpent in idleneſs 
and folly, that I may henceforward dili- 
Bently attend to the buſineſs of my ſtati- 
on in this world, and to all the duties 
| which Thou haſt commanded. Let thy 
Holy Spirit comfort and guide me, that 
ir my paſſage through the pains or plea- 
ſures of the preſent ſtate, I may never be 
tempted to forgetfulneſs of Thee. Let 
WW my 


MEDITATION EL 


my life be uſeful, and my death be hap- 
py 3 let me live according to thy laws; 
and die with juſt confidence in thy mer- 
cy, for the ſake of 1 Chriſt our Lord. 

Amen. 


This year J hope to learn diligence. 


-— 


* 


36 "PRAYERS AND 


1759. 


Jan. 23. 

The day on which my dear Mother was 
buried. Repeated on my faſt, with 

the addition. / | 


n God, merciful Father, in 
whoſe hands are life and death, ſanctify 
unto me the ſorrow which I now feel. 
Forgive me whatever I have done un- 
kindly to my mother, and whatever I 
have omitted to-do kindly. Make me 
to remember her good precepts and good 


— 


MEDITATIONS. 37 


example, and to reform my life accord- 
ing to thy holy word, that I may loſe | 
no more opportunities of good. I am 
ſorrowful, O Lord; let not my forrow 
be without fruit. Let it be followed by 
holy reſolutions, and laſting amendment, 
that when 1 ſhall die like my mother, I 
m be received to everlaſting life. : 


RT O Lord, ſo "uh as it may 
be lawful, into thy hands, the ſoul of my 
departed mother, . beſeeching Thee to . 
grant her whatever is moſt beneficial to _ 
her in her preſent ſtate. | 


O Lord, grant me thy Holy Spirit, and 


have mercy upon me for Jeſus Chriſt's 
ſake, Amen, 


* 


33 PRAYERS AND 


And, O Lord, grant unto me that am 
now about to return to the common com- 
forts and buſineſs of the world, ſuch 
moderation in all enjoyments, ſuch dili- 
gence in honeſt labour, and ſuch purity 


of mind, that, amidſt the changes, miſe- 
ries, or pleaſures of life, I may keep my 
mind fixed upon Thee, and improve eve- 
ry day in grace, till I ſhall be received 
into thy kingdom of eternal happineſs. 


MEDITATIONS. 39 


I returned thanks for my - mother's 
good example, and implored pardon 


for neglecting it. | 

I returned thanks for the alleviation *of 
my ſorrow. 

The dream of my brother I ſhall re- 
member. 


PRAYERS AND 


—ů— aan 


23 
| March 24, 1759, 
rather 28, after 12 at night. 


OO God, heavenly Father, who 
haſt graciouſly prolonged my life to 


this time, and by the change of outward 
things which I am now to make, calleſt 


me to a change of inward affections, and 
to a reformation of my thoughts, words, 


4 and practices; Vouchſafe, merciful Lord, 


that this call may not be vain. Forgive 
me whatever has been amiſs in the 


ſtate which I am now leaving, idleneſs, 


and. negle& of thy word and worſhip. 
Grant me the grace of thy Holy Spirit, 


% 


that 
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MEDITATIONS. 4 


that the courſe which I am now begin- 
ning may, proceed according to thy laws, 
and end in the enjoyment of thy favour. 
Give me, O Lord, pardon, and peace, 
that I may ſerve Thee with humble con- 
fidence, and after this life, enjoy thy 
preſence in eternal happineſs. ; 
And, O Lord, ſo far as it may be 
lawful for me, I commend to thy Fa- 
therly goodneſs, my father, my bro- 


ther, my wife, my mother. I beſeech 


Thee to look mercifull y upon them, and 
grant them whatever may moſt promote 
their preſent and eternal joy. 


O Lord, hear my prayers for Jeſus | 
Chriſt's ſake, to whom, with Thee and 
the Holy Ghoſt, three perſons and one 
God, be all honour and glory, world 
without end. Amen. . 


| 
| 
| 
! 
| 
c 
1 
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„ PRAYERS AND 

0 Lord, let the change which I ach 
now making in outward" things, produce 
in me ſuch a change of manners, as may 

fit me for the great change through which 
N68 de prone Tort yoo Tinh 
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"RESOLVED, D [+9] [vant], | 


| 


To combat nations of abli at 
To apply to | fudy. 


* * - 
, 
- 


To conſult the reſolves on Tetty's coffin; 
To riſe early. 


To ſtudy religion. 3 49 
To go to church. rs Co 
To drink leſs ſtrong liquors, 


To keep a journal. 
To oppoſe lazineſs, by doing what is to 
be done to-morrow. 


_ Riſe 


J) 1 24 1139.3 &6 DEFED 
F: - "das 00 — wind * 8 
1760. 
| 5 
0 | 
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Sept. 18. 


MEDITATIONS. 45. 


"IF 11 Yes T Ie . 13 
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4 PRAY ERS AN O 


Riſe as early as I can, 
S end for books for Hiſt. of War. 


Put books 1 in order. 
Scheme life. 


w 


O Almighty God, merciful Father, who 
haſt continued my. life to another year, 


1 grant that 1 may ſpend the time which 


Thou ſhalt yet give me in ſuch obedience 
do thy word and will, that, finally, I may_ | 
obtain everlaſting life. Grant that I may 

* repent and forſake my fins before the mi- 
” ſeries of age fall upon me; and that wh le 
3 my ſtrength yet remains, I may uſe it to 
thy glory and my own ſalvation, by the 
affiftance of thy Holy Spirit, for J fi 
Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 8 


MEDITATIONS. 
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E AS T ER EVE. 


SINCE the communion of laſt Eaſter, I 
have led a life ſo diffipated and uſeleſs, 4 
and my terrours and perplexities. have 
ſo much encreaſed,, that I am under 
great depreſſion and diſcouragement z J 
yet I purpoſe to preſent myſelf befare 
God to-morrow, with humble hope that 


„ 


he will not break the bruiſed reed, 


Come unto me all ye that EL 5 


46 PRAYERS AND; 


I have reſolved, I hope not preſumptu- 
ouſly, till I am afraid to reſolve again. 
Yet hoping in God, I ſtedfaſtly pur- 
poſe to lead a new life. O God, enable 
me, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake: 


My Hurpoſe 1 is, f | 

To avoid dlenels, 
To regilite my wy as to bst and f 
choice of hours. | 0: it 6 bot rd 


To ſet down every day what mall ve 
done the day following. | 

To keep, a journal. 

. To worſhip God more _ 

3 12 go to church every Sunday. 2 
10 ſtudy the Scriptures, * 7 99 


To read a certain portion every week. 
T3779 Rf 3; ew 
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MEDITATIONS. 47 
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EASTER EVE, 
Armigury and moſt merciful Father, 
book down upon my miſery with pity; 
ſtrengthen me that I may overcome all 
ſinful habits; grant that I may, with ef- 
fectual faith, commemorate the death of 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, ſo that all corrupt 
deſires may be extinguiſhed, and all vain 
thoughts may be diſpelled. Enlighten me 
with true knowledge, animate me with 
reaſonable hope, comfort me with a juſt 
. ſenſe of thy love, and aſſiſt me to the per- 
? { formance of all holy purpoſes, that after a 
6 = 7 the ſins, errours, and miſeries of this 
world, I may obtain everlaſting happi- 
| neſs 


$$ PRAYERS AND 


neſs for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. To whom, 


a 89 — - — . 


a 
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Sc. Amen. 3 8 
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T hope to attend on God in his ordinances 


to-morrow. 1 
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ruſt in God, O my ſoul. O Cad, let 


me truſt in Thee. 


MEDITATIONS. aug 


1762. | 


$ 

| 4 March 28. | : 

tf GOD grant that I may, from this day, 

| Return to my ſtudies, 
Labour diligently. 
| Riſe early. 4 

Live temperately. 2 
Read the Bible. „ 
— ᷣͤ Kw 


0 God, giver and preſerver of all life, . 
by whoſe power I was created, and by 
whoſe providence I am ſuſtained, look 
down upon me with tenderneſs and mer- 
D cy; 


„ PIATERSAN U 
ey; grant that | may not have been 
| created to be finally deſtroyed; that I 


may not be preſerved to add wickedneſs 
to wickedneſs; but may ſo repent me f 


my fins; and ſo order my life to come, 
that when I ſhall be called hence, like the 
wife whom Thou haſt taken from me, I 
may die in peace and i in thy favour; and 
be received info thine everlaſting king- 
dom, through the merits and mediation 


of Jeſus Chriſt thine only Sen our Lord 


and Saviour. Amen. e 5 


LY 
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* 


Alm ghty and moſt merciful Father, 
who by thy fon Jeſus Chriſt haſt redeem- 
ed u3 from fin and death, grant that the 
commemoration of his paſſion may quick- 
en my repentance, increaſe my hope, 
and ſtrengthen my faith; that I may 
lament and forſake my fins; and, for 
the time which Thou ſhalt yet grant me, 
may avoid idleneſs, and neglect of thy 
word and worſhip, Grant me ſtrength 
to be diligent in the lawful employments 
wich ſhall be ſet before me; grant me 
purity of thoughts, words, and actions. 

1 Grant 


* 


8 PRAYERS AND 


Grant me to love and ſtudy thy word, 
and to frequent thy worſhip with pure 
affection. Deliver and preſerve me from 
vain terrours, and grant that by the grace 
of thy Holy Spirit I may fo live, that 
after this life ended, I may be received 
to everlaſting happineſs, for the ſake of 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


MEDITATIONS. $3 u 
Els 


GOOD FRIDAY. 


April 20, 1764; 

I have made no reformati tion; I have 
lived totally uſeleſs, more ſenſual in 
thought, and more addicted to wine 
and meat. Grant me, O God, to 


amend my life, for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Amen. 


I hope 
To put my rooms in order &. 
1 faſted all day. 


— 


A 


——— u ̃ ͤUAA—A— 


* Diſorder I have found one great cauſe of 


Dz 


idleneſs. 
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PRAYERS A ND. 


April 21, 1764, 3 in the morning. 


MY indotence; fince my laſt reception 


of the Sacrament, has ſunk into grofſer A 
ſluggiſhneſs, and my diſſipation ſpread 
into wilder negligence. My thoughts 


have been clouded with ſenſuality 
* and, except that from the beginning 


of this year I have in ſome meaſure 
' forborn exceſs of ſtrong drink, my 


©* appetites have predominated 'over my 


- reaſon, A kind of ſtrange oblivion 


This is not the life to which heavert'ls F 


has overſpread me, ſo that I know not 


what has become of the laſt year ; 
and perceive that incidents and intel- 


ligence paſs over me without leaving 


any impreſfion. 


promiſed, I Paret to approach 
the 


MEDITATIONS. 3 | 


the altar again to-morrow. Grant, 
0 Lord, that 1 may receive the Sa- 
crament with ſuch reſolutions of a 
better life as may by thy grace be 
effectual, for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Amen. 7 


April 2 21. 1 read the whole Goſpel of 
St. Joux. Then fat up till the 
My e is from this time, 5 

To reject or expel ſenſual images, 
and idle thoughts. 
Te provide ſome uſeful amuſement for 


a 


at 2 


leiſure time. IE 
To avoid idleneſs. i n 
To riſe early. by : 
To ſtudy a proper portion of every day. 
To worſhip God diligently. 


To 


56% PRAYERS AND 
Io read the Scriptures, | 


To let no week paſs without reading 
ſome part. 


To write down my obſervations. 

I will renew my reſolutions made at 
Tetty's death. | 

* | perceive an inſenſibility and heavineh 

upon me. I am leſs than common- 
ly oppreſſed with the ſenſe of fin, 
and leſs affected with the ſhame of 
idleneſs. Yet I will not deſpair. bj 
will pray to God for reſolution, and 
will endeavour to ſtrengthen my faith 
in Chriſt, by commemorating his 
death, 


I prayed for Tett —- 


3 | - Ws 


MEDITATIONS 5 


EASTER DAI. 
„„ Ap 2.396 7 
_ HAVING, before I went to bed, com- 
poſed the foregoing meditation, and 
| the following prayer; I tried to eom- 
poſe myſelf, but ſlept unquietly. F - 
roſe, took tea, and prayed for reſo- 
| lution | and perſeverance, 110 Thought : 
on Tetty, dear Poor ns with 
my eyes ful. „ dy Þ; 


9 went to church; came in at the firſt 
of the Pſalms, and endeavoured to 
attend the ſervice, which I went 

* thfough without perturbation. * Af- 
D 5 ar: 


PRAYERS A I ND. 


ter ſermon, I recommended Cay in 
a prayer by herſelf; and my father, 
mother, brother, and Bathurſt, in ano- 
ther. I did it only once, ſo far as it 
might be lawful for me. 


1 TO prayed for reſolution and perſe- | 
wende to amend my liſe. I receiv- 
ed ſoon, the communicants were ma- 
ny. At the altar, it it occurred to me 
that I ought to form ſome reſolutions. 
5 1"1 reolved, in the preſence of God, 
55 but without a vow, to repel finful 
thoughts, to ſtudy eight hours dally, 
and, I think, to go to church every 
Sunday, and read the Scriptures. | I 
gave a ſhilling; and ſeeing a poor 
girl at the facrament in a -bedgown, 
: a ber en a c though 1 
n 


I 


MBDITATIONS. „ 


ſaw Hart's Hymns in her hand. I 
prayed earneſtly for amendment, and 
repeated my prayer at home. Dined 
- with Miſs WZ sent ta prayers at 
_— went to ——, ſpent the 
evening not pleaſantly. * Avvided 
wine, and owes 99 a very few glafles 
with hebe. Came home and pray- 
ec zen [169 1 , of 
1 at the . @ mah mean. 
iy dreſſed, whom 1 "INE i 
deen there at * 
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April 22, 1764, at 3 morning; 


1 and moſt merciful Father, 
who haſt created and preſerved me, have 
pity on my weakneſs and corruption. "= 
Deliver me from habitual wickedneſs and 
idleneſs; enable me to purigg my thoughts, 
to uſe the faculties which Thou haſt giv- 
en me with honeſt diligence, and to regu- 

late my life by thy holy word. 


2A Grant me, O Lord, good purpoſes and 
ſteady reſolution, that I may repent my. 
_ fins, and amend my life, Deliver me 
from 


”Þ 
% F — 
we d 
= 


I 


MEDITATIONS. 6 -| 
from the diſtreſſes of vain terrour, and 
enable me, by thy: grace, to will and to 
do what may pleaſe Thee; that when 
[ ſhall be called away from this preſent 4 


ſtate, I may obtain everlaſting happineſs, 
through, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Sept. 18, 1764, about 6 evening. 
THIS is my fifty-ſixth-birth day, the 
day on which I have concluded fſty- 
five years. ä 
I have outlived many Giends A nh 4 
felt many ſorrows. I have made few 
improvements. Since my reſoluton of 
formed laſt Eaſter, I have made no 
2 advancement in knowledge or ingood- ; 
neſs ;- | 


62 PRAYERS: ANN 


% - neſs nor do. I recolleR that I have 
"endeavoured: it. I am 2 bue 
arte Sadly: vs 

f * a Sy Cuts fake r tie 

7 in the ledge 

J went to church, prayed 10 be loſed 

from the chain of my fins. 

I have now ſpent fifty-five years in re- 
ſolving; having from the earlieſt time 
> almoſt that I can remember, been 
4 5 forming ſchemes of a better life. I. 
ha have done nothing; the need of doing 


* N 
. therefore is is preſſing, fince the time 


2 95 of doing is ſliort. O God, - grant me 
266.  refolve aright, and to aft un be 


11 f 1 
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I reſolve, | . 

To ſtudy the Scriptures ; ; 1 [ hope, in the 
original languages. Six hundred and 
forty verſes every Sunday, will nearly. 
compriſe the Scriptures in a year. 


To read good books; to fludy theology; 


To omen in my mind PRE in re: 
Toriſe eh; not later hun fix if "ORE 
I hope ſooner, but as ſoon as I can. 

To keep a journal, both of employment 
. and of expenees, To keep accounts. 


To take care of my health by ſuch means. 


as I have deſigned. 
To ſet down at night ſome * r de 


mor TOW, 


Laſt yearT me6yedo on my birth-day, by | 
| accommodating the Morning Collect 4 


for Grace, putting year for day. This — 8 
L did bag day, 


C 
* 


Y 


| + God, heaven! y Father, who defireſt 
not the death of a finner, grant that I 


AYERS an 


„ — 


' Sept. 18, . 


0 


* p 


may turn from my wickedneſs and lire. 
Enable me to ſhake off all impediments 


of lawful. action, and ſo to order my life, 
that increaſe of days may produce i in- 


creaſe of grace, of tranquillity of f thou ght, 

and vigour in duty. Grant that my re- 
ſolves may be effectual to a holy life, 
and a happy death, for co Chrift' s fake. 


5 Amen. 


Toxnowrow I purpoſe to regula my 
room. 
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EASTER DAT. 

April 7, about 3 in the morning. 

I purpoſe again to partake of the bleſſed 
Sacrament ; yet when I conſider how 
vainly I have hitherto reſolved, at this 
annual commemoration of my Savi- 
our's death, to regulate my life by 

his laws, I am almoſt afraid to renew 
my reſolutions. Since the laſt Eaſter 
I Have. reſbr med no evil habit, my 
| time has been unprofitably ſpent, and 


. 
- 
. 


2 
* 


s -PRAYERS ** D: 


ſeems as a'dream that fas left nothing | 
behind. My. memqq e W 
ſed, and 1 no. 

paſs over me. 


| Good Lord, deliver me, 


I will call upon God to- morrow for re- 


pentance and amendment. O heaven- 
| 1 Father, let not my call be vain, 
but grant me to deſire what may 
Please Thee; and fulfil thoſe deſires 
15 Jeſus Chriſt's . Amen. 
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MEDITATIONS. 


: * : 


was 


My reſolutions, which God perfect, are, 


1. To avoid looſe thoughts. 
2. To riſe at eight every morning. 


[ hope to extend theſe purpoſes to other 
duties; but it is neceflary to combat 
evil habits any I purpoſe to ite 
at eight, becauſe, though ſhall not 7 
yet riſe early, it will be much earlier | 
than I now riſe, for I often lie till two, 
and will gain me much time, and 
tend to a conqueſt over idleneſs, and 
give time for other duties. 1 hope to 
Tile yet carlier, * Ss 


A 
' 
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" OP and moſt merciful Father, 
who hateſt nothing that thou haſt made, 


nor deſireſt the death of a ſinner, look l 
down with mercy upon me, and grant 
that I may turn from my wickedneſs and 
live. Forgive the days and years which 
I have paſſed in folly, idleneſs, and fin, I 


Fill me with ſuch ſorrow for the time mil. 
pent, that I may amend my life accord- 
ing to thy holy word; ſtrengthen me 
againſt habitual idleneſs, and enable me 
to direct my thoughts to the performance 
of every duty; that while I live I may 
© ſerve Thee in the ſtate to which Thou 
ſhalt call me, and at laſt by a holy 'and 
happy death be delivered from the ſtrug- 
eles and ſorrows of this life, and obtain 
eternal 
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eternal happineſs, by thy mercy, for 
the ſake of . Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen, 


"*Q God, have mercy on me. 
At church I purpoſ e. 

Before I leave the pew, to pray the occa- 
ſional prayer, and read my reſolutions, 

To pray for Tetty and the reſt. 

The like after communion. 

At intervals to uſe the Collects of Fourth 
after Trinity, and Firſt and Fourth 
after Epiphany, and to meditate, © 


8 


U Ap 3 l 
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This was done as J purpoſed, but with 
* diſtin,” f cunt in hn th 
Pſalms, and could not well hear. 1 


renewed m y reſolutions at the altar. 
God mw them. Then I came 
home. I preped, Anil have tiope; 
- grant, O Lord, for the ſake af Jem 


__ ,- Chtifl, that wy hape may not be van. 


I invited home with me the man whoſe 
pus behaviour 1 had far ſeveral 

eee an this day, and found 
"tm a kind of Methodiſt, fall of texts, 

but ill-inſtructed. I talked to him 
with temper, and offered him twice 
Vine, which he refuſed. I ſuffered 


0 


him to go without the dinner which I © 
had purpoled to give kim. L thought 


this day that there was ſomething irre- 


pointed. Let me not be prejudiced 
hereafter againſt. the appearance of 


piety in mean perſons, who, with in- 
determinate notions, and perverſe or 


inelegant converſation, Perhaps ate 
doing all they can. | 


At night I uſed the e prayer v with | 


proper Collects. 


gular and particular in his. look and 
_ geſture; but having intended to invite 
him to acquaintance, and having a füt 
opportunity by finding him near my 
oun ſeat aſter I had miſſed him, I 
did what I at firſt deſigned, and am 
| fury to have been fo mach diſap- 
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| glory and my own ſalvation, for Jeſus 


"FRAYERS AND 


Before the Study of LA. 


1 


„ 26, 168. 


. God, the giver of wiſdom; 
without whoſe help reſolutions are vain, 


without whoſe bleſſing ſtudy i is ineffectual, | f 
enable me, if it be thy will, to attain R 
ſuch knowledge as may qualify me to ; 
direct the doubtful, and inſtruct the ig- 1 
norant, to prevent wrongs, and terminate h 
contention'; and grant that I may uſe that N 
knowledge which [ ſhall attain, to thy I 


Chriſt's ſake, Amen, 27 


4 * 
MEDITATIONS. 73 


Engaging in POLITICKS with Hu. 


Nov. 1765. 


| A Lmighty God, who art the giver of 
all wiſdom, enlighten my - underſtanding : 
with knowledge of right, and govern 
my will by thy laws, that no deceit may 
miſlead me, nor temptation corrupt me; 
that I may always endeavour to do good, 
and to hinder evil. Amidſt all the hopes 
and fears of this world, take not thy 
holy Spirit from me; but grant that my 
thoughts may be fixed on Thee, and that 
I may finally attain everlaſting happineſs 
for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. - Amen, 


E 
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ax x 


\ 


1766. 


Jan. 1, after 2 in the morning. 


5 and moſt merciful Father, 
I again appear in thy preſence, the 
wretched miſſ pender of another | year, 
which thy mercy has allowed me. 0 
Lord, let me not fink into total depra- 


vity, look down upon me, and reſcue 4 
me at laſt from the captivity of in. 5 
Impart to me good reſolutions, and give 8 
me ſtrength and perſeverance to perform k 
them. Take not from me thy Holy t 
Spirit, but grant that I may redeem the 


time loſt, and that by temperance and 
di- 


L 
MEDITATIONS 335 
diligence, by ſincere repentance and faith- 
ful obedience, I may finally obtain ever- 
laſting happineſs for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


\ 


ST UBT 
7, 8 
* Entering Novum Muſeum. 
U, | | | . | 
0 5 March 7. 
A. 
. Lmighty and moſt merciful Father, 
1 who haft graciouſly ſupplied me with ner 
* conveniencies for ſtudy, grant that I may 
* uſe thy gifts to thy glory. Forgive me 
ly the time miſpent, reheve my perplexi- 
* ties, ſtrengthen my reſolution, and ena- 
id ble me fo do my duty with vigour and 


i- 8 3 E 2 : con- 
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d ; ai when the fears and hopes, 
the pains and pleaſures of this life ſhall 
have an end, receive me to everlaſting 
happineſs, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen. 

Tranſcribed, June 26, —68. 


Sept. 18, 1766, at Streatham. 

I have this day completed my fifty- 
ſeventh year. O Lord, for Jeſus 
Chriſt's ſake, have mercy * me. 


Armighy and moſt merciful Father, 
who haſt granted me to prolong my life 
to another year, look down upon me with 
my. Let not my manifold fins and ne- 
; |  gligences 


MEDITATIONS. 77 


gligences avert from me thy fatherly re- 
gard. Enlighten my mind that I may 
know my duty; that I may perform I 
ſtrengthen my reſolution. Let not ano- 
ther year be loſt in vain deliberations ; 
let me remember, that of the ſhort life of 
man, a great part is already paſt in ſin- 
fulneſs and ſloth. Deliver me, gracious 
Lord, from the bondage of evil cuſtoms, 
and take not from me thy Holy Spirit; 
but enable me ſo to ſpend my remaining 
days, that, by performing thy will, I 
may promote thy glory; and grant that 
after the troubles and diſappointments of 
this mortal ſtate, l may obtain everlaſting 
| happineſs, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. | Amen, 


E 3 Added, 


* 


* « 


'8 PRAYERS AND. 
Added, 


The Fourteenth S. after Tr. 
The Morning Collect. | 
The beginning of this (day) year. 


Purpoſes, 8 
To keep a journal. To begin this 4 | 
To ſpend four hours every day in ſtudy, 
and as much more as I can.” : . 7 


e 


To read a portion of the fotiptieesl in 
| Greek, every Sunday. 2 01:6 
To riſe at eight. Marley 
OR. 3, —66. Of all this I have done 
nothing. I <1 TOP 


1 returned from Streatham, od. 1, 3 
having lived there more than — 


months, 


MEDITATIONS mw 


I 767. 


Jen. 1, 1 m4 mane ſeripſi. 


Al mighty and moſt merciful Father, 2 
) in whoſe hand are life and death, as 4 
| Thou haſt ſuffered me to ſee the beginning 

| of another year, grant, I beſeech Thee, 
that another year may not be loſt in idle- 
neſs, or ſquandered in unprofitable em- 
ployment. Let not ſin prevail on the re- 
maining part of life, and take not from 
me thy Holy Spirit; but as every day 
brings me nearer to my end, let every 
day contribute to make my end holy and 
happy. Enable me, © Lord, to uſe all 
WS enjoyments 


80 PRAYERS AND 
enjoyments with due temperance, preſerve 
me from unſeaſonable and immoderate 
ſleep, and enable me to run with dili- 
gence the race that is ſet beſore me, that, 
after the troubles of this life, I may ob- 
tain everlaſting happineſs, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen, | 


Auguſt 2, 1967. 

I have been diſturbed and unſettled for a 
long time, and have been without re- 
ſolution to apply to ſtudy or to buſi- 
neſs, being hindered by ſudden 
ſnatches. 


I have 


M 


MEDPFTATLON SS. 


I have for ſome days forborn wine | 
and ſuppers. | Abſtinence is not eaſily 


org, aol another 8 houſe; ; but I 
think 1 t to try. FF T 4 


I was extremely. perturbed | in the night, 
but have had this day more eaſe than 
I expected. D. gr. Perhaps this 
may be ſuch a ſudden relief as I 
once had by a good n reſt in 
Fetter-lane. we NY l 


The ſhortneſs A the time which the com- 
mon order of nature allows me to ex- 
pect, is very frequently upon my | 

mind. God grant that it may profit 


Ka 
b J 
” 
by * 


4p PRAYERS AND 
Auguſt 17, 1967. 
From that time, by abſtinence, I have 
had more eaſe. T have read five books 
of Homer, and hope to end the ſixth 
to night. J have given Mrs, —— a 

guinea. 

ws bine from W and ſuppers, I 
obtained ſudden and great relief, and 
had freedom of mind reſtored to me; 
which I have wanted for all this year, 
without being able to find any means 
of — it. 


I 
I am now about to receive, with my old 
friend Kitty Chambers, the ſacrament, 
preparatory to her death. Grant, 0 | 
God, that it may fit me, I purpoſe . 
ten: 


= 
. 


i 


temperance for my reſolution. O God, 
enable me to keep my purpoſe to thy 

;{ eres: wil e i 2c Sl 
EW i 52 5 6. 


I have communicated with Kitty, and 


kiſſed her. I was for ſome time AC 
tracted, but at laſt more compoſed. 1 
commended my friends and Kitty. 

' Lucy and I were much affected. Kit- 
ty is, I think, going to heaven. 


——— a, . 
CE: SY 
2 Feng 175 1767. 

O God, grant that I may practiſe ſuch 


temperance in meat, drink, and ſleep, 
and all bodily enjoyments, as may fit me 


| for the duties to which Thou ſhalt call me, 
and 


* — L 
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and by thy bleſſing procure me freedom of 


thought and quietneſs of mind, that I may 


ſo ſerve Thee in this ſhort and frail life, 
that I may be received by Thee at my 


_ death to everlaſting happineſs. Take not, 
O Lord, thy Holy Spirit from me; deli 


1 hs © me not up to vain fears; but have 


mercy on me, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt | 
our Lord. Amen. 


O God, who deſireſt not the death, &c. 
O Lord, grant us increaſe * 

O God,—pardon and peace 

O God, who knoweſt our necefities— 


Our Father— 


* 
. Z 
* N * 
* 4 : 
- * I a * 
8 4 .% 
. 
12 92 * 
4 
* 


” 


ME DIT A loxs. 


Sunday, Oct. 18, N 


YESTERDAY, Oct. 17, at about ter 


the morning, I took my leave for ever | 


of my dear. old friend Catherine Cham- 


bers, who came to live with my. mo- 
ther about 1724, and has been but 
little parted from us ſince. She buri- 


lowing words: 


ed my father, my brother, and my 
mother. Se. is Now fifty eight N 
old. iel! 
I deſited all to ain; PIR told aher ü that * 
we were to part for ever; that as 
Chriſtians, we ſhould part with prayer; 
and that I would, if ſhe was willing, 
fay a. ſhort prayer beſide her. She 
expreſſed great deſire to hear me; and - 
held up her poor hands, as ſhe lay in 
bed, with great fervour, while I pray- 
ed kneeling by her, m in th 


1 


:4 


1 * PRATAS rn 


a 


ov: © ! 


3 and viel merelful Father, 
whoſe loving-kindneſs is over all thy 
works, behold, viſit, and relieve this thy 
ſetvant, ' who is grieved- with . ſickneſs, 
'Graut that che ſenſe of her weakneſs may 
add ſtrength to her faith and ſetiouſneſt to 
her repentance. And grant that by the 
help of thy Holy Spirit, after the pains 
and labours of this ſhort life, we may all 
obtain everlaſting happineſs, through Jeſus 
i Ehiift our Lord; | for whoſe lake hear our 
Prayers. "Amen, "Ot _ bee. 


* 1 1 
237.7 I 


* 


MED EFT.A FLONS. # 


F 
Ad.* 


I then kiſſed her:/ She told me, that to 


Ir, | part was the greateſt pain that ſhe had 
T7 ever felt, and that ſhe hoped we 
| ſhould meet again in a better place. 
. I expreſſed, with ſwelled eyes; and 
Y great emotion of tenderneſs, the ſame 
hopes. We kiſſed, and parted. I 
F humbly hope to meet ain, and to 
) 


part no more; 


5 ; | 
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E Linighty God, 510 ſeeſt that I have 
no power of myſelf to help myſelf; 
keep me both outwardly | in my body, and 
inwardly in my foul, that 1 may be de- 
fended from all adverſities that may hap- 
pen to the body, and from all evil thoughts 
which may aſſault and hurt the foul, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
This prayer may be ſaid before or after 
| the entrance into bed, as a prepara- 


tive for ſleep. . 


When I tranſcribed this 3 it was 


4.5 


my purpoſe to have made this * Book 
a Collection. 


* [A parchment book containing ſuch of theſ 
"Praye ers as are marked trenſcribed. ] | 


Study of Tongues. [ 


ALnighty God, giver of all know- 


ledge, enable me ſo to perſue the ſtudy of 
tongues, that I may promote 1. gory ; 
and my own ſalvation. | KBS bot 


Bleſs my endeavours, as ſhall ſeem beſt 
unto Thee; and if i it ſhall pleaſe Thee to 
grant me the attainment of my purpoſe, 
preſerve 1 me from Ginful pride; take not 
thy Holy Spirit from me, but give me a 
pure heart and humble mind, through Je- 
ſug Chriſt. Amen. 4% n 184 


Of this Prayer there is no date, cb 
tell when it is was written; but! think 
it was in Gough- ſquare, after the Dic- 
tionary was ended. I did not ſtudy 
what I then intended. dnn * 
Tranſcribed June 26, 1768. 


PRAYERS AND - 


Tounmalling, in Kent, 
Sept. 18, 1768, at night 
I HAVE now begun the Gatieth year 
J C life. How the laſt year has 


paſt, I am unwilling to terrify my- 
ſelf with thinking. This day has 


1 | been paſt in great perturbation ; CE 
1 was diſtracted at church in an uncom- 
1 moni degtee, and my diſtreſs bas had 
very little intermiffion. I have found 
8 " ſomewhat relieved by reading, 

Which 1 therefore intend to praiſe 


when I am able. 


* 


This day it came into my mind to write 
che hiſtory of my melancholy. On 
- | this'T putpoſe to deliberate; I know 

not whether it may not too much 


be e me. da: ai t | | 


MEDITATIONS. gs 


I this day read a | great ont of Paſcal's 
life. 


O Lord, who haſt ſafely brought me, &c. 


— 


A: Lmighty and moſt ty Father, 
Creator and Preſerver of mankind, look 
down vith pity upon my troubles and 
maladies. * Heal my body, frreagthen 
my mind, compoſe my diſftradtion, c calm 
my inquietude, and relieve wy terrours; 3 
that if it pleaſe Thee, I may run the race 
that is ſet before me with peace, pati- 
ence, conſtancy, and confidence. Grant 
this, of Lord, and take not from me 
thy Hol. y Spirit, but pardon and bleſs 
me, for the fake of Nin Chriſt "> 
Lord, 


fi: 


- 


* — 


1 
ow 


2 


PR AY ERS AND 
| A900: . 


— E443 January I, 


l A, M Dow about to begin another 


Feser: how ine laſt has paſt, it would 


— * 


bei in my ſtate of 3 weakneſs Ls 


Ill 


of not prudent ys Golicitouſly to feco 0 


74 
4 4 '% . * 18 4 * a 


ke, God will, 1 hope, tum my 15 


. Las LI * \& t .*; & 


 ferings to my benefit, forgive me 


whatever I have done amiſs, and hav- 


M3 Al N 


ing youchſafed me great relief, will 


@ Fi 


1 degrees heal and reſtore both ] my 


% A 13; 43 . 


mind and body; and permit me, when 
the laſt year, of my life ſhall, come, 


to. leave the world in | holineſs « and 


F tranquillity. F 
| am 


MEDITATIONS. 93 


I am not yet in a ſtate to form many 
reſolutions ; I purpoſe, and hope to 
riſe early in the morning, at eight, 
and by degrees at ſix; eight being 

the lateſt hour to which bed-time 

can be properly extended; and ſix 
the earlieſt that the preſent f yſtem of 
life requires. 


* 
— N " - 7 ” 
- 
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A Lmighty and moſt merciful Father, 
who haſt continued my life from year to 
year, grant that by longer life I may be- 


come leſs deſirous of ſinful pleaſures; and 1 | 


more careful of eternal happineſs. As 
age comes upon me, let my mind be 
more withdrawn from vanity and foll 75 
more enlightened with the knowledge of 
thy = and more invigorated with re- 

ſolution 


84 PRAYERS AND 


folution to obey it. 0 Lord, calm my 
thoughts, direct my deſires, and fortify 
my purpoſes. If it ſhall pleaſe Thee, 
gt give quiet to my latter days, and 6 
ſupport me with thy grace, that I may 
die in thy favour, for the ſake of 28 
Chrift our Lord. Amen. 


Safely brought us to the 1 o | 


— SC 


n 


4. . 
| 
_ <44..4 
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7 


September I 8, I 196g. 
THIS day completes the ſixtieth year of 


my age. What I have done, and what 
1 have left undone, the unſettled ſtate 
of my mind makes alt endeavours to 
think i improper, 1 hope to ſurvey my 
life with more tranquillity, in ſome 
part of the time which . ſhall 


grant me. 


The laſt year has been wholly ſpent in 
a ſlow proꝑreſs of recovery. My days 

are eaſier, but the perturbation of m 7 
nights is very diſtreſsful. I think to 

try a lower diet. I have grown fat 

| too 


* 4 


. Wo 
ky 
* 
Pe” 
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too faſt. My lungs ſeem ne 


ö 
and my breath fails me, if my ſtrength l 
is in any unuſual degree exerted, or t 
my motion accelerated. I ſeem to c 
myſelf to bear exerciſe with more dif- ( 
_ ficulty than in the laſt winter. -. But 2 
ee 1 feel all thoſe decays of body, c 
oh haye made no. preparation for the 
grave. What ſhall I do to be faved? 
| 

8 FA 

ne 43450 Net 259 8 ; | 
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S- 


WED 1 TIO " * 6 


A Lmighty and bo aſk merciful Fath 


[.now! appear in thy preſence, laden 
the ſins, and aceountable for the . 


of another year. Glory be to Ther +; | 


God, for. the mitigation of my troubles; | 


and body which Thou haſt vouchſafed 
me. Moſt merciful Lord, if it ſeem! good F 


unto Thee, compoſe. my mind, and re- — ol 


lieve my diſeaſes enable me to perform 


% * 


Ther, is that, when my hour of depar- 
ture from this painful life ſhall'be delayed 


*- 


no longer, I may be received to everlaſt- 
ing _— for the ſake of n can 


and for-tho hope of health bach of "wind _ | 


b oF m y fation, and fo to ſerve ' 1 


H fuloI9 Nom Den d 
Lord, without whoſe helpaUUthepar! 
- poſes of man are vain, enable me to uſe 
8 as may heal myi-body; 
and ſtrengthen my mind, and enable nie 
to ſerve Thee. Grant this, O. Lordi ifor 
be fake of is: Chriſt bur Said 


1 8 | "Wis haſt lafely b brought t me, * ww 
1 9 


115 821 if (it TH! 


* 1 5 Mr. 


rr 
. e eee Jo 105 . 8 10 6. 
YESTERDAY, Weng tien from a diſ F 
1 turbed and weariſome night, [goat | 
[ , MY - much at reft the Whole“ day. 128 
FE . with the collect, to the beginning i he N 6 
night and in the morning. © At night 
1 compoſed my prayer, and wrote my 

reflec- 3 


4, 
74 


of 


XE DI T A 4 O N _ EY 


reflection. Reviewing dem, 1 found 
them both weakly conceived and im- | 
perfect. y expreſſed, and corrected the 
prayer this morning. 1 am glad that. 
I have not omitted my annual practice. 
I hope that by rigid temperance, and 
moderate exerciſe, I may yet recover. 
I uſed the prayer again at night, and 


am now to begin, by the permiſſon of « 54 


God, | thy art aut, your | 


# — 
= 


— 1 1 
. 1 N \ * 
. * ” 
' . 
by a * a 176 
= „ * 1 5 5 


/ 


November 5. 165. 


7 Th 
« Þ 


Acighy 6 God, 1 W whoſe; 
providence is over all thy works, look. 
down with pity upon the diſeaſes of . 


body, and the perturbations of my mind. . 


e to che means 5 


ap. 2 of wich 


” 
I<: 5 
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which I ſhall uſe for my relief, and reftore 


„ eaſe to my body, and quiet to my 
thoughts. Let not my remaining life be 


made uſcleſs by infirmities ; neither let” 
health, if Thou ſhalt grant it, be employ- 
ed by me in diſobedience to thy laws; 
but give me ſuch a ſenſe of my Pains, as 
may humble me before Thee; and ſuch | 
remembrance of thy mercy as may pro- 


dueec honeſt induſtry, and holy confidence, 


And, O Lord, whether Thou ordaineſt 
my days to be paſt in eaſe or anguiſh, 


take not from me thy Holy Spirit; but 


grant that I may attain everlaſting life, 


.* 


for the fake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ; 


„ This I found January x1, 19723 and be. 


lieve it written when I began to live 
on milk. I grew worſe with forbear- 
ance of ſolid food. 


[ 


MEDITATIONS W 


32475 , 2 
1770 ala 
* N „ N 


Jan. 1, prima mane. 


4 God, by whoſe mercy Iam 
permitted to behold the beginning of ano- 
ther year, ſuccour with thy help, and bleſs + 
with thy favour, the creature whom thou 
vouchſafeſt to preſerve. Mitigate, if it 
| ſhall ſeem beſt unto Thee, the diſeaſes 
of my body, and compoſe the diſorders 
of my mind. Diſpel my terrours; and 
grant, that the time which Thou ſhalt yet 
allow me, may not paſs unprofitably OY 
away. Let not pleaſure ſeduce me, idle- 
neſs lull me, or miſery depreſs me. Lzt 
me perform to thy glory, and the good of 
my fellow-creatures, the work. which 
17 ＋ 3 Thou 


x02 PRAYERS AND. 


2 
* T 


Thou ſhalt yet appoint me; and grant, | 
| that as I draw nearer to my diſſolution, 1 


may, by the help of thy Holy Spirit, feel 


my knowledge of Thee encreaſed, my 
hope exalted, and my faith ſtrengtheneq; 


that when the hour which is coming ſhall 
come, I may paſs by a holy death to ever- 
laſting happineſs, for the fake of Jefus 


a our Lord. Amen. 


| Wedneſday, March 28, 17% ..{; 
THIS is the day on which, in 1752, * 
was deprived of poor dear Tetty: 
Having left off the practice of think- 
ing on her with ſome particular com- 
|  binations, I have recalled her to my 
mind of late leſs frequently; but 
6 When 1 recollect the time in which we 


Y lived together, my grief for her de- 


». 


par 


448 
** 


MEDITATIONS. 
parture is not abated ; and I have leſs 
pleaſure | in any good that befalls me, 
becauſe ſhe does not partake it. . On 


many occaſions, | 1 think what ſhe 
would have, faid or done. When I 


55 lies * N 


aw. the ea at Bjighthelmſtone, I wiſh- 
ed for her to have ſeen it with me. 


But with reſpect to her, no rational 
Ws, iſh is is NOW leſt, but that we may meet * 
3 at laſt where the mercy. of God ſhall = 
make us happy, and perhaps make us 
inſtrumental to the happineſs of each 
: eh er. It is now Achten years. 


- 


Ll * p » + © 
es 7 4 


o in apEens „A 14,1770, 
THIS week i is Paſſion Week. 


I have for ſome weeks paſt been much 
afflicted with the lumbago, or rheuma- 
tiſm in the Joins, which often paſſes to 


* 


F 4 the 


W . | 
* 3 — 
* 
+. 
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the muſcles of the ally, v here i it Cauſes 


equal, if not greater pain. In the day 


the ſanſhine mitigates it; and in 80 


iet cloudy westhef, {eh a8 "has s f. 


ſome time paſt reinarkably fri 


the heat of a ſrong fire ſuſpends it. 


In the night i it is fo troubleſome, as not 


very eaſily to be born. I lie wrapped 


ini flannel, with 4 very great fire near 


my bed; but whether it be that a re- 


| cumbent poſture encreaſes the pain, or 


that expanſion by moderate warmth 
excites what a great heat diſfipates, I 


can ſeldom remain in bed two hours at 


a time without the neceſſity of riſing to 
heat the _ affected at the fire. | 


* » * p # = 
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MEDITATIONS. 


One night, between the pain bd hs; 
ſpaſms in my ſtomach, 1 was infup- 
portably diſtreſſed. On the nextnight, . 
I think, I laid a bliſter to my back, and 
took opium; my night was tolerable, 

and from that time, the ſpaſms in'my 
ſtomach, which diſturbed me for many 
years, and- for two paſt haraſſed me 
almoſt to diſtraQtion, have nearly ceaſ- 
ed; 1 ſuppoſe the _ is relaxed by 
the opium. . 


Havi ing paſſed Thurſday in Paſſion Weck 
at Mr. Thrale „ I came home on Fri- 5 
| ? day morning, that 1 might paſs the day TY 
unobſerved ; Thad nothing but water, | 


once in the : morning, and orice at bed- 
time. Trefuſed tea, after ſome dtlibera- | 


" E'S = tion, 
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_.tion, in the afternoon. They did not. 

| "preſs it. . came home late, and was un- 
6 willing to carry my rheumatiſm to the 
1 cold church in the morning, unleſs that 
were ratlier an kale made to myſelf. | 

7 In the afternoon L went to church, but 
came late, I think at the Creed. 1 read 

"if © Clarke's Sermons « on the death of Chriſt, 
| 3 and the Second Epiſtle to Timothy i in 
IN Greek, but rather haſtily. T then went 
4 [> - io Thrale's, and had a very tedi ous 
"and painfufnight. But the ſpaſins i in my 1 
© throat are gone; and, if either the pain, | 


4 : or the opiate which the pain enforced, 

55 | bas opped wem, the relief f is very 
44 nh purchaſed. The pain haraſs 
7205 if "+ £8 me 


8 1 
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me al ; yet man y have the diſeaſe 
perhaps in a much higher degree, with 
want of Tod. fire, and covering, 
which I find thus grievous, with all the 
fuccours that riches and kindneſs can. 


— 


buy and Bre. 4 
Hf Ing > - 1G 2000 DMITRY oy 
On Sande! was not hungry, and ad 


7 4 *# ” 


not edt much breakfaſt, There was a R 


dinner and camp), at which I was 7 . I 

pale 5 tempted to tay. A t N | 
5 AE 4 2 

night 1 came bome, ſat up, and com- 


Pr 1 


poked the Pr ayer 3 and having, ordered. 
the mad to make the fire i in my cham- 


ber, at eight went to reſt, and had 3 
tolerable: night.” Hi Py" 1 6 
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EASTER DAT. 


April 1 5, x70, in the moming, 


2 ME. * 


Alus and. cxrcialiing Gai 
haſt preſerved me, by thy fatherly care, 
through all the years of my paſt life, and 


now permitted me again to commemorate 
the ſufferings and merits. of our. Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; grant me ſo. to pa- 
take of this Holy Rite, that the diſquiet of 


my mind may be ahpeaſed. that my 
| faith may be encreaſed, my hope. 


9 


frengthened, and my life Wan by, thy 
will: "Make me. truly thankful for that 
portion. of health which thy, mercy. has 
reftored, and cle me to uſe the re- 
mains of life to thy glory and my om 
ae. Take not from me, O Lord, 
thy 


MEDITATIONS. nw 
* 
thy Holy Spirit; extinguiſh in my mind 


all ſinful and inordinate defires ; let me - 
reſolve to do that which i is right; ; and 
let me, by thy help, keep my reſolutions. 
Let n me, if! it be beſt for me, at laſt know 
peace and comfort 3 but whatever tate 
of life Thou ſhalt appoint me, let me en 


it by a happy death, and enjoy. eternal 
10 


happineſs in thy preſence, for the fake of 
Ie 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amin, 1 


- . * 41 * * - 
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1A M Juſt returned from the communi- 


. 


i b, having been 1071 kttle intenuß t 
in my duty by "bodily bann 5 


* 9 


.- 


9 | I was 


r N 


e PRAYERS AND: 


PEP bat or N 3 | 


1 


1 was very early at church, and uſed 
this Prayer, I think, before ſervice, . 
with Proper collects, 4.1 Was .compot: . 
ed during the ſerv ice. I. went to the 
© table 1 to hear the prefatory part of the. 
| office; then returned to <4 pew, and 


V 
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To form a plan for the regu 1 tion \ of 
150 daily e 
To excite in myſelf ſuch a n de- 


— — 4 bh 4 


fro of pleaſing God, as ſhould ſup- 
"pres all other paſſions. 


4 Ifiifttit fie BE 50 bs ae Ri: 4, 2 5 


25 70 


tien, with mon _ f 
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* — 


ers; recommended my friends, living 
and dead. When I returned to. the 
table, I ſtaid till moſt had communi- 
cated, and in the mean time tried to 
ſettle my mind; prayed againſt bad 
and troubleſome thou gh ts; reſolved to 
oppoſe ſudden incurſions of them; ; 
and, I think, had thrown- into 
my mind at the eber! confeffon. 
When I went firſt to the table, the 
| particular ſeries of my thoughts I 


FLOMTL 


7 


* 
dn 


; cannot recollectl. 


When I came home q returned thanks, 
by accommodating the General 
Thankſgiving; and uſed this Pray 
er again, with the Collects, after 
receiving. 1 bope God has: heard 


: 7 „ 
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Shall 1 ever receive the Gorement with 


tranquillity ? Surely the time * vill. 
n 


Some vain thoughts Ale e me 
while I ſtood near the table; I hope 
1 ejected them effeftually, ſo as not 
* to be hurt by them. N 


1 went to prayers at ſeven, . faſt- 
ed; read the two morning leſſons in 
Greek. At night I read Clarke's Ser- 
mon of the Humiliation of our EY 


viour. | 


1 Sunday aber Eaſter. 


| 15 H A V E been recovering | from my 
1 'theumatiſca flowly yet ſenfibly ; but 
he laſt week has "Jo little 


ef 
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good. Uneaſy nights have tempted 
5 me to lie long in the morning. But 
when I wake in the night, the re- * 
leaſe which ſtill continues from the 


en "gives me great 


comfort. 
cri EL 


The plan which I formed for reading 
„the Setiptutes, wWas to read hoo Fay 
ſes in the; Qld Teſtament, ad; 200 

in the; News rer. 


The ola Teſtament in any language, f 
| [the New in Greek. 


> 


This day I. began to read the © Sep 
gint, but read only 230 verſes, the 
nine firſt chapters of Geneſis. 


4 


4 4 o ”—_ : % i 1 0 
- 
4 
- „ 
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On this evening I repeated the Piaher 


for Eaſter Day, changin 8 the Sur 
| tenſe to the . ire | ie 


le iN 


motmes © 
4. I, 1770. 


EV: ERV man nul perſuadeshm- 


ſelf that he can keep his 'refolufibns, 
nor is he convinced of. kis inabecillity 27 
but by length of tine and fredutney 


of experiment. This opinion of our 
own conſtancy is ſo prevalent, that 


A NT 


ve always deſpiſe im who Ss 
his general and ſettled purpoſe to de 


overpowered by an occaſional deſire. 
They, therefore, whom frequent fal- 
lures have made deſperate, caſe to 


form reſolutions; and they who are 


.FY | "ig be- 
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become cunning, do. not tell them. 
Thoſe who do 'not make them are 
very few, but of their effect little is 
perceived; for ſcarcely any man per- 
fiſts in a courſe: of life planned by 
choice, but as he is reſtrained frem : 
15 deviation by ſome external power. 

| He who may live as he wil, ſeldom 
ves long in the obſervation of hie | 
oon rules, T never, yet fav a regular YN 
family, unleſs it were that of Mrs. 
Harriot's, nor a regular man except 
Mr. — whoſe exaCtneſs I know 
only by his own report, and Pfal- | 
manazar, whoſe life vas, 1- think, 
uniform. 


) 
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1771, 


4311 


— to 

d dn a 25; de 

| FASTER DAY. Bel re 

Me: mes March 31. | th 

| FORE and aol merciful Father, . 

: a0 | uf, now about to commemorate once ' 
more, in thy preſence, the redemption of 

3 world by our Lord and Saviour, thy ; 


Son Jeſus Chriſt. Grant, O moſt merci- 
ful God, that the benefit of his ſufferings 
may be extended to me. Grant me faith, | 
grant me repentance. Iluminate me 
with thy Holy Spirit, enable me to form 


good purpoſes, and to bring theſe pur- 
Poſes to good effect. Let me fo diſpoſe 
my time, that I may diſcharge the duties 
| 3 


MEDITATIONS. 17 
to which Thou ſhalt vouchſafe to call me; 
and let that degree of health, to which 
thy mercy has reſtored me, be employed 
to thy glory. O God, invigorate my un- 
derſtanding, compoſe my perturbations, 
recal my wanderings, and. calm my 
thoughts; that having lived while Thou 
ſhalt grant me life, to do good and to 
praiſe Thee, I may, when thy call ſhall 
ſummon me to another ſtate, receive mer- 
cy from Thee, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. 
Amen. | 44 


— — ——_— 6 


Sept. 18, 1991; 9 at night, 
1 A M now come to my ſixty- third year. 
For the laſt year I have been ſlowly 


reco- 


| 115. 
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recoyering both from the violence of 


my laſt illneſs, and, I think, from | 


waee general diſeaſe of my life. My 


breath is leſs obſtructed, and I am 


more capable of motion and exerciſe, 


My mind is leſs encumbered, and 1 


am leſs interrupted i in mental employ- 


ment. Some advances I hope have 


been made towards regularity. 1 


have miſſed Church ſince Eaſter only 


N two Sundays, both which I hope I 
have endeavoured to ſupply by atten- 


dance on divine worſhip in the fol- 


lowing week. Since Eaſter, my eve- 


ning devotions have been lengthened. | 


But indolence and indifference has 


been neither conquered nor oppcſed. 
"3 : No plan of ſtudy has been perſued or 


F - 
22 
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formed, except that I have com- 


Sunday, a ſtated portion of the New 


. . attempted nor formed any ſcheme of 


pleaſe God. 


e great- hindrance is want of reſt; 
my nockurnal complaints grow leſs 
. ttbubleſonie towards morning; and I; 

, am tempted to repair the deficiencies 

of the night, I think, however, to 


try to riſe every day by eight, and to 


2 combat indoknce as I ſhall obtain 
| ſtrength. Perhaps. Providence has 


yet dome uſe ſor the remnant- of my | 


"lite, 


monly read every week, if not on | 


Teſtament in Greek. But what is 
molt to be conhidered, J have neither 


_ life. by which I may do good, and , 


N 


3 
#4400 


T2 
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5 / 4. 12 n 4 1 731 5 


Was. and excrlaſting God, uhol 
merey is over all * works and who 


keith piey-opon me, — 


ſerve me: enable me to conquer evil ha- 
bits, and ſurmount temptations. | | Give 


me grace ſv to uſe the (degree of health 
which Thou haft reſtored to my mind and | 


body; that I may perform the tale Thou 
ſnalt yet appoint me. Look down, O 

gracious Lord, upon my remaining part 
of life; grant, if it pleaſe Thee, that the 
days feu or many which Thou: ſhalt yet 
allow me, may paſs in reaſonable confi 
wy and hols wi.  Withhold 


Do 5 
not 


no 


MEDITATIONS. rt 
not thy Holy Spirit from me, but ſtrength 
en all good purpoſes, till they ſhall pro- 
duce a life pleaſing to Thee. And when 
Thou ſhalt call me to another ſtate, for- 
give me my ſins, and receive me to hap- 
pineſs, for the ſake of Jeſus Chiiſt our 
Lord. Amen. | 


7 Safel y brought us, &c. 


sert 23, 19912 "= 
ON the 18th, in the morning, befoxe I 
went to bed, I uſed the general pray- 
er [beginning of this year] when I | 
roſe. I came home from Mr. Thrale's 


that I might be more maſter of my 
G hours. 
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hours. , went to ehureh in the morn- 
ing, but came in to the Litany. I 

have gone voluntarily to church, on 
the week day but few times in r 

life. I think to mend. ab 

At night I compoſed and uſed the pray- 
er, which I have uſed ſince in. my de- 


votions one morning. Having been 


| ſomewhat diſturbed, I have not yet te 
ſettled in any plan, except that yeſ- 6 
terday I began to learn ſome verſes 1n t 

the Greek Teſtament for a Sunday's F 

: recital. I hope, 7 truſt in 888 | 
amend my life. 12 9 


1772. 


Jan. 1, 2 in the Morning. - 


Artmignty God, vho haſt permitted me 
to ſee the beginning of another year, 
enable me ſo to receive thy mercy, as 
that it may raiſe in me ftronger deſires of + 
pleaſing Thee by purity of mind and ho- 
lineſs of life. Strengthen me, O Lord, 
in good purpoſes, and reaſonable medita- 
tons. Look with pity upon all my diſ- 
orders of mind and infirmities of body. 
Grant that the reſidue of my life may en- 
Joy ſuch degrees of health as may permit 
me to be uſeful, and that 1 may live to 

G2 thy 
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thy glory; and, O merciful Lord, when 
it ſhall pleaſe Thee to call me from the 
preſent tate, enable me to die in con- 
dence of thy mercy, and receive me to 
everlaſtin g happineſs, for the ſake of Je- 

ſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


To riſe in the morning. 


EASTER EVE. 
April 18, 1772. | 


1 AM now again preparing, by divine 
mercy, to commemorate the death 

of my gracious Redeemer, and to 
— 3 as God ſhall enable me, reſo- 
lutions and purpoſes of a better life. 


„ 01 7: 
77 


__ 1 


| C [ 4 9 7 E : "5, - * - 
— 18 | 1 14 2 , 7 
Þ When 
x 
9 
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When I review the laſt year, I am able 
to recollect ſo little done, that ſhame 
and ſorrow, though perhaps too weak- 
ly, come upon me ; yet I have been 
generally free from local pain, and 
my ſtrength has ſeemed gradually to 


increaſe, But my ſleep has generally 
been unquiet, and I have not been 
able to riſe early, My mind is un- 
ſettled, and my memory confuſed. 
I have of late turned my : thoughts, 
with a very uſeleſs earneſtneſs, upon 
paſt incidents. I have yet got no 
command over my thoughts; an un- 
pleaſing incident is almoſt certain to 
| hinder my reſt this is the remainder; 
of my laſt illneſs. By ſleepleſs or un- 

G 3 quiet 
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quiet nights, and ſhort days, made 
ſhort by late riſing, the time paſſes 
away uncounted and unheeded. Life 
ſo N is — = 


bow to. caſt toy time- 1510 4 fates 
method. gn he 


To let no hour paſs unemployed. 


To nie by degrees more + carp. in the 


To keep journal... 1 


1 have, I think, been leſs guilty of heg- 

lecting public worſhip than formerly. 

I have commonly on Sunday gone 

once to church, and if I have miſſed, 
have reproached myſelf. 


79 255 1 have 


* 
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I have exerted rather more activity of 
body. Theſe diſpoſitions I deſire to 


improve. 


1 1 laſt Eaſter, to read within 
the year, the whole Bible, a very 
great part of Which Thad never look- 
ed upon. I read the Greek Teſta- 
ment without conſtruing, and this day 
coneluded the Apocalypſe. I think 

hat no part was miſled.” 


My purpoſe of rending the reff of the 
Bible was forgotten, till I took by 
chance the reſolutions of lat Eaſter 

* in my hand. 
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1 began | it the ff day of Lent; and, for 
a time, read with ſome regularity. 1 
was then diſturbed or ſeduced, but N 
| niſhed the Old Teſtament laſt Thurſ- 
day. . . | 
1 hope to read the whole Bible ance a 
Fear, as long as I live. 


Yeſterday I faſted; as I have always, or 
Wo commonly done, ſince the death of 
Tetty. The faſt was more painful 
| than it has formerly been, which I im- 
puted to ſome medicinal evacuations 
in the beginning of the week, and to 
a meal of cakes on the foregoing: day.. 


I cannot now faſt as former] y. 


I devoted this week to the peruſal of the 
Bible, and have done little ſecular bu- 
444 ſmeſs. 
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ſineſs. I am this night eaſter than is 
cuſtomary on this anniverſary, but am 
not ſenſibly enlightened, —« 


EASTER D A Y. 


Alter 12 at 0 

THE day is now begun, on which 1 

8 S c a new courſe n 
My 39 are from * time, 


To riſe early. 
To waſte leſs time. 


To appropriate nn. to chat iy. 8 


G5 


1 RATE RS AND 


EASTER. 


1 God, merciful Father, who 
hateſt nothing that Thou haſt made, 
look down with pity upon my ſinfulneſs 
and weakneſs. Strengthen, O Lord, my 
mind ; deliver me from needleſs terrours; 
enable me to correct all inordinate de- 
fies, to eject all evil thoughts, to reform 
all Gaful habits, and ſo to amend my life, 
that when at the end of my days Thou 
halt call me hence, I may depart in peace, 
and be received into everlaſting happineſs, 
for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt out Lord. 
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9 in the morning. 


* 


Glory be to Thee, O Lord God, for 
the deliverance which Thou haſt granted 
me from diſeaſes of mind and body. 
Grant, O gracious God, that I may em- 
| ploy the powers which thou vouchſafeſt 
me to thy glory, and the ſalvation of my 


; wal, for the ſake of Jeſus Ci Amen: 


| 
| 
| 
| ; 
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April 26, 1972, 


1 WAS ſome way hindered from conti- 


nuing this contemplation in the uſual: 
manner, and therefore try, at the diſ- 
tance of a week, to review the laſt 


N 


, es | git c nd gk 


I went" to church nil. ls kr, 1 
think, uſed my prayer.: When I was 


a there; I had very little perturbation. of 


mind. During the uſual time of me- 
Aitation, I conſidered the -Chriſtian 


duties under the three principles of {o- 

£54 berneſs, righteouſneſs, and godlinefs ; 5 
and purpoſed to forward godlineſs by 
ide annual peruſal of the Bible ; right- 
eouſneſs by ſettling ſomething for charity, 
and ſoberneſs by early hours. I com- 
mended as uſual}, with preface of per- 


MEDITATIONS. 133 


miſſion, and, I think, mentioned Ba- 

thurſt, I came home, and found Paoli 
and Boſwell waiting for me. What 
devotions I uſed after my return home, 

I do not diſtinetly remember. I went 

to prayers in the evening ; ; and, L 
think, entered late. a 


1 have this week endeavoured every day 
but one, to riſe early, and have tried 


to be diligent ; but have not perform- 
ed what I required from myſelf, | 


1 


On Good Friday, I paid Peyton ohhh 


requirin g work.. 


Since Eaſter 1771, I have added a Collect 
v my evening devotion, © 


* ” FY 
1 = * „ $08 


c 
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-F have been leſs indulgent to corporeal in- 

activity. But I have done little with 
my mind. . Es 

11 is a comfort to me, that at laſt, in my il, * 

| fixty-third year, T have attained to 

know, even thus haſtily, confu ſedly, 

and imperfectly, what my Bible. con. 


tains. 


x May the good God encreaſe and nay 
8 my knowledge. . {ih 


1 1 have never yet read the | Apocrypla: 
When I was a boy, 1 have' read or 
| heard Bel and the Dragon, Suſanna, 

_ Tome of Tobit, perhaps all; ſome at 
leaſt of Judith, and ſome of Recleſi- 
aſticus; and, I ſuppoſe, the Benedi- 

cite, L have ſome time looked into the 


4 


4. 
x 
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Maccabees, and read a chapter con- 
taining the queſtion, fich is the ſtron- 
et * 7 I think in Eſdras. 


„ PF oa. — 


IIS 


In the afternoon of Eaſter Day, I read 
Pococke's Commentary. 


n 


1 have this laſt week ſcarcely tried to read, 
nor have I read any thing this day. 
have had my mind weak, and diſturbed 
for ſome weeks paſt. 


OOO — — 2 — — Ins 


Having miſſed church f in the morning, I 
went this evening, and afterwards f fat 
with Southwell. 


Having not uſed the prayer, except on i the 
day of communion I will offer it this 
night, and hope to find mercy. on 
this day little has been done, and this 

= 


a ® [1 Eſdras, chap.-iii. yer, 10, &c.] 
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is now the laſt hour. In life little 1 
| been done, and life is very far ad- 


vanced. Lord have mercy upon me. 


1773. 


Jun. I, mane 1. 33”. 


Ar. Lmighty God, by how mercy my 
life bas been yet prolon ged to another year, 
grant that thy mercy may not be vain, 


Let not my years be multiplied to increaſe 


my guilt; but as age advances, let me 
| become more pure in my thou ghts, more 
., regular i in my defires, and more obedient 
to thy laws. Let not the cares of the world 
diſtract me, nor the evils of age over- 
 whelm me. — continue and increaſe thy 


— — 44 - # 


LE INE IEF. 19 3 „ Ding 
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loving - kindneſs towards me; and when 


Thou ſhalt call me hence, receive me to 


everlaſting happineſs, for the fake of Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


GOOD FRIDAY. 
April g; 


oN this day [ went twice to church, and 


Boſwell was with me. I had forborn 


to attend divine ſervice for ſome time. 


in the winter, having a cough which 


would have interrupted both my own | 


attention and that of others; and when 


the cough grew leſs troubleſome, I did- 


not 


—— — —— 


; 


| 

| 
1 
1 
| 
1 
| 
1 
4 
| 
1 
{ 
I 
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not regain the er id ad 
though I did not wholly ont it. 1 


| found the ſervice. not burdenſome. nor 
tedious, though 1 could not hear the 
leſſons, I hope in time to take plea- 
ſure in 6 MAGI 1 1 


On this whole 4ap 4 4 rok nothingof nou- 


*. + A 


riſhment but one cup of tea without 


. milk; but the faſt was very inconxer 
nient. Towards night 1 grew. fretful 
| and impatient, unable to fix my mind, 
or govern my thou ghts; and felt a very 

| uneaſy fenſation both in my ſtomach 


and head, compounded, as it ſeemed, | 


os. OIL k 3 


of ity ar _ . | 


” A 


lh; 
1 
; 
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F rom this uneaſineſs of which when I was 
not aſleep I was ſenſible all night, 1 
was relieved in the morning by drink- 
ing tea, and eating the ſoft part of a 
penny loaf, - e 

This I have ſet down for future 4 


tion. 8 ; p \ 7 922 5 , "IT &. * 
; 37% © FP 


— 


Saturday, April 10, I dined on ci and 
bound mylelf filled and fatified. 


Saturday IO. Having offered my pepe 
to God, I will now review the laſt 
Of the 88 ant furnrer, 1 remember 

that I was able in thoſe ſeaſons to ex- 


mine and improve my Dictionary, and 
vas ſeldom withheld from the work but 


by 


3 N z KY Fe 


9 
— — LC; 


rr r 1 Y 


ö 

: 

i 

| 
: 
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by my own unwillingneſs. Of my 
nights Thave no diſtinct 'remembrance 
but believe that, as in many forego 
ing years, they were painful and. reſt- 


| © God, grant that I may not miſpend or 


loſe the time which Thou ſhalt yet al- 


low me. For Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, have 
_ n 3 


1 
* 6.6 


My 4930 is to W in the remaining 
part of the year, as much knowledge 
as can eaſily be had of the Goſpels and 
- Penta euch.  Concernin 8 the Hebrew 

: Iam 
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I am in doubt. I hope likewiſe to en- 
large my knowledge of divinity, by 


reading, at leaſt once a week, ſome 
ſermon, or ſmall theological tract, or 
ſome portion of a larger work. 


To this important and extenſive ſtudy, 


my purpoſe. is to appropriate (libere) 


- wee of every Sunday, holiday, Wed- - 


neſday, and Friday, and to begin with 


the Goſpels. Perhaps I may not be 
able to ſtud y the Pentateuch before 


next year. 


My 


* 
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, 
„ 
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— , : 
K — 2 


_ VP — 


A 
. — —ͤ — 


4 
4 
. VB 
. - 
= 
F 

1 
j 


1348 


PRAYERS AND: 


My general reſolution, to which I humbly 
implore the help of God, is to metho- 
diſe my life, to reſiſt ſloth. 1 bope 

: from this time to keep a journal. 

N. B. On Friday I read the firſt of Mark, 
and Clarke's Sermon on Faith. 


* 
wy a 


On Saturday 1 read 1 Ketle — . "the 
foregoing account, and the following 


Prayer. by 0 ) 


1 
» % * 
ww 14 


1 
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* April 10, near midnight. 
1 God, by whoſe mercy I am 


now about to commemorate the death of 
my Redeemer, grant that from this time 
I may ſo live, as that his death may be 
efficacious to my eternal happineſs ; ena- 
ble me to conquer all evil cuſtoms; deli- 
ver me from evil and vexatious thoughts ; ; 
grant me light to diſcover my duty, and 
grace to perform i it. As my life advances, 
let me become more pure, and more holy. 


Take not from me thy Holy Spirit, but 


grant that I may 1 Thee with diligence 
and confidence ; and when Thou ſhalt 


call me henee, receive me to everlaſting 
happineſs, for the ke of . ts our 


Lord; Amen. 52 W315! . Ale. (1 


2 


* 
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BAST ER SUNDAY. 


April 11, 1773; 


- HAD more.  $ifturbance in the night 
than has been cuſtomary for ſome 
weeks paſt. I roſe before nine in the 
morning, and prayed and drank tea: 

I came, I think, to church in the 
beginning of the prayers. I did not 
diſtinctly hear the Pſalms, and found 

” that I had been reading the Pſalms for 
_* Good Friday. I went through the Li- 
tany, after a ſhort Aiſturbance, with 


; tolerable attention. 


After ſermon, I peruſed m my prayer in the 
pew, then went nearer the altar, and 


being introduced into another pew, 


E DIT AT Fo N S. tay 


uſed my prayer again, and recom- 
| mended my relations, with Bathurſt and 
Boothby, the nmy wife again by herſelf. 
Then l went nearer the altar, and read 


the collects choſen for meditation. 1 

prayed for Saliſbury, and, I think, the 

= Thrales. I then communicated with 
| calmneſs, uſed the collec for Faſter | 


Day, and returning to the fiſt 
pew, prayed my Prayer the third 


time. I came home; again uſed _ 
N my Prayer and the Eaſter Col- . | 
kect. Then went imo the ſtudy to 


5 Bofwel, and read the Greek Teſta- 


; ment. Then ditted, arid when Boſ- | 


wel went away, ended the oer firſt 


5 chapters of St. Matthew, and the Bea- | 


titudes of the fifth. 
H I then 


* 0 N 
- * * * 5 N 0 N * a " : 2 * * . 
£ 1 C - "4 N p1 . 
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I then went to Evening Prayers, and was | 
compoſed. 


I gave the pew-keepers each five fillings 
and three-pence. | 


April 12, near one in the morning. I 

uſed my Prayer, with my ordinary de- 
votions, and hope to lead henceforward 

a letter life, | 


Friday, June 18, 177 3. 

THIS day after dinner, died Mrs. Saliſ- 
bury: ſhe had for ſome days almoſt 
loft the power of ſpeaking. Yeſter- 
day, as I touched her hand, and kiſſed 


it 


< 


- 
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it, ſhe preſſed my hand between her 


two hands, which ſhe Probably intend- 


ed as the parting careſs. At night 


her ſpeech returned a little; and ſhe 
ſaid, among other things, to her daugh- 
ter, I have had much time, and 1 hope 
L have uſed it. This morning being 
called about nine to feel her pulſe, 1 


ſaid at parting, God bleſs vou, for 


Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. She ſmiled; as 


pleaſed, She had her ſenſes . 
to the dying moment. 


15 


"hs 


7 


* 
* 
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| Thus 477 I found this * boak, with the 
. * refalutions4- ſome « of which 1 had for- 
WE au but. remembered my deſign of 
reading the Pentateuch and Goſpels, 
de L have nat petſued it. 
or the time paſt ſince theſs/ refolutions 
| vere made, Lean give no very lauda - 
oh account. Between Faſter and 
of] Whitfuntide, Raving days confider- 
ed that time as propitious to ſtudy, [ 
attempted to learn the Low Dutch lan- 


guage; my application was very 
Might, and my memory very fallaci- | 


+:S: A Bock, in which this, and the 1 {> 
| ditations on Good F riday and mans Sunday are 


Written. 


ous, 4 


5 
* 


* 
* 


0 ons, though whether-more than ia my 


My progreſs was interrupted. by a fe- 
ver, which, by the imprudent uſe bf a 


Ks two ropious bleedings, hd! the 


time. The effect yet remains. 


much confuſed. Names, and perſons, . 
and events, ſlide away ſtrangely from 
But I grow eaſier. 


I perceived a reſolution to riſe early 


always occurring. I think I was : 


Hz aſhamed 


EW ra ns 0 
earlier years, 1 am not very certain. 


mall print, left an Inflanigation in my 
- ' uſeful eye, which was not removed but 


My memory has, been for a * 1 „ 


The go day, bn over old papers, 


— 


dai uſe of chthafficks r 4 deng | 


* : 


— 
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aſhamed, or grieved, to find how long 
arid how often I had reſolved, what 
yet, except for about one half year, 1 


| , 


have never done. My nights are now 


ſuch as give me no quiet reſt; whe- 
ther I have not lived reſolving till the 
| poſſibility of performance is paſt, I 
know not. God help me, I will yet 
try. | | 


* 
/ xy 
a<I . 


vey 


MEDITATIONS. is 


\ 


Taliſker, in Skie, 
Sept. 24. 1773. 


ON laſt Saturday was my ſixty-fourth 


birth-day. I might perhaps have for- 
gotten it, had not Boſwel told me of | 
it; and, what pleaſed me leſs, told the 
family. at Dunvegan. 


T he laſt year is added to thoſe of which 
little uſe has been made. I tried in 
the ſummer. to learn Dutch, and was. 
. by an inflammation in my 
eye. ! ſet out in Auguſt on this jour- 
ney to Skie. I find my memory un- 


certain, 
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certain, but hs it is only by a life 
immethodical and fcattered. Of my 
body, I do not perceive that exerciſe, 
or change of air, has yet either en- 
creaſed the ſtrength or activity: My | 
nights are ſtill diſturbed by fatuleny I 
cies. — ee Rn 


My hope is, for reſolution I dare no lon- 
92 ger call it, to divide my time regular- . 
ly, and to keep ſlich a Journal of my 
time, as may give me comfort in 9 
viewing it. But when J conſider my 
FO age, and the broken ſtate of my body, | 
I have great reaſon to fear leſt death 
ſhould lay hold upon me, while I am 
5 yet only deſigning to live. But Thave | 


Ye et * 


MEDITATIONS 


Armighty God, moſt merciful Father, 
look down upon me with pity. Thou 
haſt protected me in childhood and youth, = 
ſupport me, Lord, in my declining years,, 
Preſerve .me from the dangers of finful 
preſumption. Give me, if it be beſt for. 


me, ſtability of purpoſes, and tranquility 
of mind. Let the year which I have now 


”- : = © 


begun be ſpent to thy glory, and to the 
furtherance of my ſalvation. Take not 
from me thy Holy Spirit, but as death ap- | 
proaches, prepare me to appeat joyfully in - 
thy preſence, for the ſake of Joſie Chriſt 
our Lord, Amen. eg HN 


,* 
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. 


January 1, near 2 in the morning, 


7 An God, merciful Father, who 
; hateſt nothing chat Thou haſt made, but 
wouldeſt that all ſhould be ſaved, have 


mercy u pon me. As Thou haſt extended 


. my life, encreaſe my ſtrength, direct my 


purpoſes, and confirm my reſolution, that 
I may truly ſerve Thee, and perform che 
duties which Thou ſhalt allot me. 


Riheve, O gracious Lord, ook to. 
thy mercy, the pains and diſtempers of my 
body, and appeaſe the tumults of my mind. 
Let my faith and obedience encreaſe as 


my life advances; and let the approach of 


— den 
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death incite my defire to pleaſe Thee, and 
invigorate my diligence in good works, till 
at laſt, when Thou ſhalt call me to another : 
ſtate, I ſhall lie down in humble hope, 

| ſupported by thy Holy Spirit, and be re- 
ceived to everlaſting happineſs, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


The beginning, 1 


I hope, 
To read the Goſpels before Pater | 


To riſe at eight. | 

To be temperate in food. 

THIS year has paſt with ſo little improve- 
ment, that I doubt whether I have not 
rather impaired than increaſed my 


learning, To this omiſſion, ſome ex- 


ternal 


% 


156 


— 
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* Pa - 


| ternal cauſes have contributed. In the 


winter I was diſtreſſed by a cough j in 


the ſummer an inflammation'fel} upon 


my uſeful eye, from which it has not 
yet, 1 fear, recovered; in the autumn 


I took a Journe y to the Hebrides, but 


my mind was not free from perturba- 


tion : yet the chief cauſe of m y defi- 
ciency has been a life immethodical and 


unſettled, which breaks all purpoſes, 
confounds and ſuppreſſes memory, 


and perhaps leaves too much leiſure to 


imagination. O Lord, have mercy 


January 9, 1714 | 


" 


14 
. 


NME D˙ T A 10 N 8. 17 
FFP 
Maundy Thurſday, April I 3. 


O F the uſe of time, or of my commen- 
dation of myſelf, I thought no more; 
but loſt life in reſtleſs nights and bro- 
ken days, till this week awakened * 
attention. 


This year has paſſed with very little im- 
provement, perhaps with diminution 
of knowledge. Much time 1 have 

not left; infirmities oppreſs me. But 
much remains to be done. I hope to 
te at eight, or ſooner in the mom- 
ing. ä . 


— 


„ , 
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* | 
| Good Friday, April 14, 1775. 
BOSWEL came in before I was up. We 
breakfaſted; I only drank tea, with - 
out milk or bread. We went to 
church, ſaw Dr. Wetherel in the pew, 
and, by his defire took him home with | 
us. | He did not go very ſoon, and 
' Boſwel ſtaid. Boſwel and I went to 
church, but came very late. We 
then took tea, by Boſwel's defire; and 
U eat one bun, I think, that I might 
not ſeem to faſt oftentatiouſly. wit Boſ- | 
wel fat with me till night; we had 
ſome ſerious talk. When he went, I 
gave Francis ſome directions for pre- 
paration to communicate. Thus has 
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| 109, 300 P. M. 


WHEN I look back upon reſolutions of 
improvement and amendment, which 
have year after year been made and 
broken, either by negligence, forget-. 
fulneſs, vicious idleneſs, caſual inter- 
ruption, or morbid infirmity ; when I 
find that ſo much of my life has ſto- 
len unprofitabl y away, and that I can 
deſcry by retroſpection ſcarcely a few 

ſingle days properly and vigorouſly 
employed ; why do I yet try to reſolve 
again? I try, becauſe reformation is 5 
neceſſary, and deſpair is criminal. 1 8 


try in humble hope of the help of 


= : 
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As my life has, from my earlieſt years, 
| been waſted in a morning bed, my 

pupoſe is from Eaſter day to riſe ear- 
1 ly, not later than eight. 


Pa 


— 


A "et . 110. 15. f. M. D. j. 
Eafter Eve, April 15, 1715: 


I ROSE more LL than is common, af- 
ter a night diſturbed by flatulencies, 
* though I had taken ſo little. I prayed, 
- but my mind was unſettled, and I did 
not fix upon the book. After the 
bread and tea I trifled, and about 
three ordered coffee and buns for my 


— 


: . 
| din- - 
% p - 9 
. a 


— 


gab 


MPDITATIONS. we 
dinner. * find more faintneſs and 


E* 


uneaſineſs in faſting, than 1 did for- 


merly. 


While | coffee was preparing, Collier- 
came in, a man whom I k had not ſeen 
ſor mote than twenty years, but 
but whom I conſulted about Macky' 8 
books. We take of old friends 

and paſt ag] and eat and 


drank together. * 


* 


I then read i a lithle in the Teſtament, and 
tried F idde's Body o Divinity, but 
did not t ſettle.” | £ 


FY 


' ? 
4 i » 


dhe went . DR 9 
tolerably compoſed. t my retum I 


+ 
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ſat a ile, then retired, but und 
reading uneaſy. 


11. . M 


Theſe two Gays in which I faſted, I have 
not been ſleepy, though I refted ill 


EASTER DAY. 


April 16, s. 


— 


1 God, heavenly Father, wiſe 
mercy is over all thy works, look with 


pity on my miſeries and fins. Suffer me 


to commemorate, in thy preſence, my re- 
demption by thy ſon Jeſus Chriſt. Enable 
me ſo to repent of my miſpent time, that 

| I "_y 


[VE 
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I may paſs the reſidue of my life in thy 
fear, and to thy glory. Relieve, O Lord, | 
as ſeemeth beſt unto Thee, theinfirmities 
of my body, and the perturbation of my 
mind. Fill my thoughts with awful love 
of thy goodneſs, with juſt fear of thine 
anger, and with humble confidence in thy 
mercy. Let me ſtudy thy laws, and la- 
bour in the duties which Thou ſhalt ſet 
before me. Take not from me thy Holy 
Spirit, but incite in me ſuch good deſires, 
as may produce diligent endeavours after 


- 
a 
—— ——  — — — ——— — 


thy glory and my own. ſalvation; and 
when, after hopes and fears, and joys and 
ſorrows, Thou ſhalt call me hence, re- 

_ ceive me to eternal happineſs, for the ſake 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Collier is dead. April 7, 1976. 
Tran- 


= PRAYTER'S 4nd 


"Vinikibed tha a ber book, with! 
"Tg ght emendation or two. With that 


bock I parted, palipe unneceſſail 
by FUN" een ee 


5 
51 


Alen 


e FOES” „ * 
e ee een 0 


Os < PF by 1 whom PRE PRE, [creat- . 
rd and are fuffained, who giveſt and tak- 
_eſaway, in -whoſe hands are liſe und 
death, aooept my imperfect thanks for ö 
the length of days which thou haſt vouch- 
ſaſed to grant me; impreſs upon my mind 
| fach repentance of the time miſpent in 
| Gnfulneſs/and negligence, that I may ob- 

tain forgiveneſs of all my offences;, and 

ſo calm my mind, and firengthen my 

reſolutions, that I may live the remaining 


14 BDI TATTON 4 165 5 


part of my life in thy fear, and with 
thy favour. Take not thy Holy Spirit 5 
from me; but let me ſo love thy laws, 
and ſo obey them, that L may finally be 
received to eternal happineſs, through Je- 
ſus Chriſt « our Lord, geg 


4 74 \ s 


. Compoſed at ibi in a ſeepleſs night, 
1 and uſed before the Morn at Notre 


4 


Dame. "Written at St. 'Omers. . . 
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1776. 


- ” 
. , F , 
1 : 
® * 
- Jan, I. 


Fs Armighty God, merciful Father, who 
haſt permitted me to ſee the beginning of 
another year, grant that the time which 
Thou ſhalt yet afford me, may be ſpent 
to thy glory, and the ſalvation of my own n 
ſoul. Strengthen all good reſolutions, ' 
and take not from me thy Holy Spirit, but 
have merey upon me, and ſhed thy bleſ- 

ſing both on my ſoul and body, for the 
ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


T » ' 


MEDITATION S. 167 


EASTER DAY. 
April J. 
THE time is again at which, ſince the 
death of my poor dear Tetty, on whom 
God have mercy, I have annually com- 
memorated the myſtery of Redempti- 
on, and annually purpoſed to amend 
my life. My reigning fin, to which 
perhaps many others are appendant, i is 
' waſte of time, and general ſluggiſh- 
_ neſs, to which I was always inclined, 
and, in part of my life, have been al- 
moſt compelled by morbid melancho- 
ly and diſturbance of mind. Melan- 
choly has had in me its paroxiſms and 
remiſſions, but I have not improved 
the intervals, nor ſufficiently reſiſted 
my 


— 
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Mm y natural inclination, or ſickly ha. 
= | bits. I will reſolve, hencefor th, to riſe 
=. - reg in the morning, ſo far as reſo 
i "lation is proper, and will pray that 
| | | God will ſtrengthen me. 1 have be- 
i gun this morning. 
i | Though fir the paſt mk [ here had an 

anxious deſign of communicating to 


8 hy.” I performed no particular act of 
- devotion, till en Friday” I went to 
church. My defigh os to! pals part 
of the. day in exerciſes of piety;-but 
Mr. Boſwel Interrupted me ; of him, 
yoo nn T could have nid myfelf, but 
i wo Fhrale, erbus et enfpes! dame 
| + , fox;comfort,, ant! ſat tl. —— | 
we all nene, 19:01 2 


— = = 3 > — - * „ 
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2 In * morning 1 had at church ſome rar 
e diations of comfort. | 
þ 1 faſted, though leſs rigorouſly than at 
t other times. I, by negligence, poured 
3 milk into the tea, and, in the afternoon, 


drank one diſh of coffee with Thrale; 5 
yet at night, after a fit of drowſineſs, 
I felt myſelf very much diſordered by 


f 1 emptineſs, and called for tea, with 
7 peeviſh and impatient eagerneſs. My 
1 diſtreſs was very great. 
x Yeſterday, I do not recollect that to go * 


church came into my thoughts ; but I 
| | ſat in my chamber, preparing for pre- 
bo paration ; interrupted, I know not 
how. I was near two hours at eg | 


I go 


ro PRAYERS AND 


I go now with hope, ; 
To riſe in the morning at eight. ˖ 
To uſe my remaining time with diligence. 


To ſtudy more accurately the Chriſtian 
Religion. 


Armighty and moſt merciful Father, E 
who haſt preſerved me, by thy tender for- 
bearance, once more to commemorate thy 
love in the redemption of the world; 
grant that E may ſo live the reſidue of my 
days, as to obtain thy mercy when thou 
ſhalt call me from the preſent ſtate. Illu- 
minate my thoughts with knowledge, and 


inflame my heart with holy deſires. Grant 
me to reſolve well, and keep my dae 
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ons; take not from me thy Holy Spirit, 
but in life and in-death have mercy on me, 
for Jeſus Cltiſt's ſake. Amen, 


Acts of Forgiveneſs. 


P. M. In the pewT read my Prayer, and 
commended my friends, and thoſe 
that died this year. At the altar I was 
generally attentive ſome thoughts'of 
vanity came into my mind while others 

. were communicating; but I found, 
when I conſidered them, that they did 
not tend to irreverence of God. At 

12 te 
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the altat I renewed my reſolations 
When I received, ſome tender images 
ſtruck me. I was ſo mollified by the 


concluding addreſs to our Saviour, that l 

I could not utter it. The communi- [ 
cants were moſtly women. At inter- [ 

vals I read collects, and recollected, I 
as I could, my Prayer. Since my re 

- tum, 1 have ſaid, it. 2 P. M. * a 
n | | 


May 21, 1776, 

4 Theſe reſolutions I have not practiſed: nor 
| recollected. O God, Grant me to be- 
gin now, for Jeſus Chriſt's fake. 
Amen. | 
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* 


July 28, 1776. 


O God, who haſt ordained that whatever 
is to be deſited, ſnould be ſought by la- 
bour, and who, by thy bleſſing, bringeſt 
honeſt labour to good effect; look with 
merey upon my ſtudies and endeavours. 
Grant me, O Lord, to deſign only what 
is lawful and right; and afford me calm- 
neſs of mind, and ſteadineſs of purpoſe, 

that T may ſo do thy will in this ſhort life, 

as to obtain happineſs in the world to come, 
for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Amen. „ 25 | 

When I purpoſed to apply vigorouſly to 

ſtudy, particularly of the Greek and 
Italian tongues. 


13 
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1777: 


January [, 2 P. M. 


Arnigiy Lord, W Father 
vouchſafe to accept the thanks which I 


TT OT ..... DTD 8 ** 


now preſume to offer Thee, for the pro- 
longation of my life. Grant, O Lord, 
that as my days are multiplied, my good 
reſolutions may be ſtrengthened, my pow- 


rr 
x 4 — 2 


ol er of reſiſting temptations encreaſed, and 
bl my ſtruggles with ſnares and obſtructions 
| - -  Invigorated. Relieve the infirmities both - 
oc my mind and body: Grant me ſuch 
A 


ſtrength as my duties may require, and 
ſuch diligence as may 1m prove thoſe op- 
portunities of good that ſhall be offered 
me. Heliver me from the intruſion of evil 
\ thoughts. Grant me true repentance of 
my, 


a 4 —_—  ——  —_ SS * 
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my paſt life; and as I draw nearer and 
nearer to the grave, ſtrengthen my faith, 
enliven. my hope, extend my charity, and 
. purify my deſires; and ſo help me, by 
thy Holy Spirit, that when it ſhall. be. thy 
pleaſure to call me hence, I may be re- 
ceived: to everlaſting happineſs,” for the 
fake of thy ſon Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Amen. 
Our Father 


March 28. 


THIS day is «Goat Friday. It is like- 
wiſe the day on which my poor Tetty 


was taken from me, 


Eo 3h 
M : 
*% 
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My thoughts were diſturbed in bed. 1 


{ 


remembered that it was my wife's dy- 


ing day, and begged pardon for all 
our ſins, and commended her; but re- 
ſolved to mix little of my own ſorrows 


or cares with the great ſolemnity. 


Having taken only tea without milk, 1 


went to church ; had time, before ſer- 
vice, to commend my wife, and wiſh- 


ed to join quietly in. the ſervice, but I 


did not hear well, and my mind grew | 


unſettled and perplexed. Having reſt- 


ed ill in the night, I lumbered at the 


fermon, which, I think, I could not, as 
I ſat, perfectly hear. 5 . 


Ie 


I 
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I returned home, but could not ſettle my 
mind. AtlaftI read a chapter. Then 
went down, about ſix or ſeven, and 
eat two croſs-buns, and drank tea. 
Faſting for ſome time has been uneaſy, 
and I have taken but little. | 


At night I had ſome eaſe. L. D. 1 had 
prayed for pardon and peace. _ 


I flept in the afternoon. 


15 5 
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29 Eaſter Eve. 


I | ROSE, and again prayed, with. rele- 
rence to my departed wife, I neither 
- read nor went to church, yet. can 

ſcarcely tell how I have been hindered; 


I treated with bookſellers on a bargain, 


But the time was not long... 


30, Eaſter Day, 1 min mane, 


THE day is now come again, in which, 
by a cuſtom which ſince the death of 
my wife I have By the divine aſſiſtance 

always obſerved; I am to renew the 
great covenant with my Maker and 
my Judge: E humbly hope to per- 
drm it better. I hope for more effi- 


eacy of refolution,, and mere diligener 
of 


| j | N 
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of A "When I ſurvey my 
paſt life, I diſcover nothing but a bar- 


ren waſte of time, with ſome diſorders ' 


of body, and diſturbances of the mind 
very near to madneſs, which I hope He 
that made me, will ſuffer to extenuate 
many faults, and excuſe many defici- 
encies. Vet much remains to be re- 
pented and reformed. 1 hope that ? 
refer more to God than in former 
times, and conſider more what ſubmiſ— 
ſion is. due to his diſpenſations. NTT 
have very little reformed my practical | 
life; and the time in which I can ſtrug- 
gle with. habits cannot be now expect 
ed 


PRAYERS AND. 


+: ed to be long. Grant, O God, that l 

may no longer reſolve in vain, or 

; | dream away the life which thy indul- 

2 gence gives me, in vacancy and uſe- 
* elite. * 


914 mane. 


1 WENT to bed about two, had a di 
turbed night, though not ſo diſtreſsful 


às at ſome other times. 


9 


YO ant moſt merciful Father, 
| who ſeeſt all our miſeries, and knoweſt all 
| our neceſſities, look down upon me, and 
| pity me. Defend me from the violent in- 
curſions of evil thoughts, and enable me 
to form and keep ſuch reſolutions as may 
conduce to the diſcharge of the duties 

| which 
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which thy providence ſhall appoint me 
and ſo help me, by thy Holy Spirit, that 
my heart may ſurely there be fixed where | 
true joys are to be found, and that I may 
ſerve Thee with pure affection and a cheer- 
ful mind. Have mercy upon me, O God, 
have mercy upon me; years and infirmi- 
ties oppreſs me, terrour and anxiety beſet 
me. Have mercy upon me, my Creator 
and my Judge. In all dangers protect 
me, in all perplexities relieve and free me, 
and ſo help me by thy Holy Spirit, that I 
may now ſo commemorate the death of 
thy Son our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, as that 
when this ſhort and painful life ſhall have 
an end, I may, for his ſake, be received 


to ras happineſs. Amen. 5 4 e 
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April 6, 1777. 

B Y one ſtrange hindrance or another, L 
have been withheld from the cor. tinua- 
tion of my thoughts to this day, the 
Sunday following Eaſter day. 


On Eaſter day I was at church early, and 
there prayed over my prayer, and 
+... commended Tetty and my, other 
friends. I. was | for ſome time much 
diſtreſſed, but at laſt obtained, I hope 
from-the God of Peace, mote quiet 
than I have enjoyed. for a long time. 
T had made no reſolution, but as 'my 
heart grew lghter, my hopes revived, 
and my courage increaſed; and E 
wrote with my pencil in my Common 
Prayer Book,, 1 IP 


84 


T then. went to the altar, having, I be- 


went to the table and communicated, 


E dined, by an appointment, witfr Mrs. 


the particular matter of my prayer L 
do not. remember. 
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Vita ordinanda. 
Biblia legenda. 
Theologiæ opera danda. 
Serviendum et lætandum. 


lieve, again read my Prayer. I then 


praying for ſome time afterwards, but 


Gardiner, and paſſed the afternoon: 
with ſuch calm gladneſs of mind as it 
is very long ſince I felt before. Toame: 
home; and began to read the Bible. 
E paſſed: the night in ſuch ſweet unin 
terrupted fleep; as I have not known 
fince L ſlept at Fort Auguſtus: 


— 
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PRAYERS AND 


On Monday I dined with Sheward, 'on 


Tueſday with Paradiſe. The morn- 
ings have been devoured by company, ; 
and one intruſion has, through the 
whole week, ſucceeded to anather. 


At the Sr NAM of the year propoſed 


of ſtudy; but neither life has been 


rectified, nor ſtudy followed. Days 


. and months paſs in a dream; and 1 


am afraid that my memory grows leſs 
tenacious, and my obſeryation leſs 


attentive. If 1 am decaying, it is 

time to make haſte. My nights are 

reſtleſs and tedious, and my days 
drowſy. The flatulence which tor- 

ments me, has ſometimes ſo obſtrut- 

ed my breath, that the act of reſpira- 
tion 
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tion became not only voluntary but | | 
laborious in a decumbent poſture, By 
copious bleeding I was relieved, but We 


not cured. 


1 have this year omitted FRE on os 


Sundays, intending to ſupply the de- 
ficience in the week. So that T owe 
twelve attendances on worſhip. I will 
make no more ſuch ſuperſtitious ſtipu- 
lations, which entangle the mind with 


My purpoſe once more, O Thou merci- 
ful Creator that governeſt all our hearts 
and actions, Gris kae Nestes, let 
not my purpoſe be vain. My purpoſe 
once more is, 


To riſe at eight. 


1956 PRAYERS AND 
To keep a journal. 


: To read the whole Bible, in ſome lan- 
_ © guage, before Eafter, | N 


To gather the arguments for Chriſtianity 


{| worſhi p God more frequently in pub- 
77 


®. 


Aſhbourn, Sept. 18, 77. 


Arniguy and moſt merciful Father; 
who haſt brought me to the beginning of 
another year, grant me ſo to remember 
th y gifts, and fo to acknowledge thy good- 
| neſs, as that every year and day which 
Thou ſbalt yet grant me, may be employ- 

; ed 


V . 0 


ed in the amendment of my life, and in 
the diligent diſcharge of ſuch duties as 
thy providence ſhall allot me.. Grant 


me, by thy grace, to know and to do- 


what Thou requireft. Give me good 
deſires, and remove thoſe impediments: 
which may hinder them from effect. 
Forgive me my ſins, negligences, and 
ignorances; and when at laſt Thou 
| ſhalt call me to another life, receive me 
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to everlaſting happineſs, for the - fake of 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Fe 


88 PRAYERS AND 


1778. 


GOOD FRIDAY. 


8 17 

17 "ny happend this week, as it never 

happened i in Paſſion Week before, that 

I have: never dined at home, and! 
have therefore neither practiſed * 
nence nor peculiar devotion. 


„This morning before I went to bed I en- 


larged my prayers, by adding ſome 
collects with reference to the day. I 

_ reſted moderate! y and roſe about nine, 
which is more early than is uſual. I 
think I added ſomething to my morn- 


ing 
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ing prayers. Boſwel came in to go to 
church; we had tea, but did not eat. 
Talk loſt our time, and we came to 
church late, at the Second Leſſon. My 

mind has been for ſome time feeble 
and impreſſible, and ſome trouble it 
gave me in the morning; but I went 


with ſome confadence and calraneſs . 


through the prayers. | * 2c:208 


In my return from church Twas accoſted 


by Edwards, an old fellow collegian, 
who had not ſeen me ſince 1729. He 


knew me, and aſked if I retnembered 5 


one Edwards; I did not at firſt col 
lect the name, but gradually, as we 
walked along recovered it, and told 
him a converſation that had paſſed at 


4 


ay 
an . 


ro PRAYERS AND. 


an alchouſe between us. My purpoſe 


is to continue our acquaintance. 


We ſat till the time of worſhip in the 
Afternoon, and then came again late, 
at the Pſalms. Not eaſily, I think, 

Bi hearing the ſermon, or not being at- 
tentive, I fell aſleep. When we came 
home we had tea, and I eat two buns, 
being ſomewhat uneaſy with faſting, 
and not being alone. If I had not 
been obſerved I ſhould probably have 
faſted. 


ſe 


w*. @ 
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EASTER DAY. 


April 19, after-12 at 6 gt: 
O LORD have mercy upon me. 


Yeſterday (18) 1 roſe late, having not 
ſept ill. Having promiſed a dedica- 
tion, 1 thought it neceſſary to write; 
but for ſome time neither wrote nor 
read. Langton came in and talked, 
After dinner I wrote. At tea Boſwel 


came in. He ſtaid till near twelve. 


I purpoſed to have gone in the evening to 


church, but miſſed the hour. 


| Edwards 
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Edwards obſerved how many we have 


outlived. I hope, yet hope, that my 
future life ſhall be better than my paſt, 


From the year 1752, the year in which 
my poor dear Tetty died, upon whoſe 
ſoul may God have had mercy for the 
fake of Jeſus Chriſt, I have received 
the ſacrament every year at Eafter. 


My purpoſe is to receive it now. O ſy 
Lord God, for the ſake of Jeſus G 
+: Chriſt, make it effectual to my falva. MW © 

| fon. q ET ho 

| My purpoſes are, 5 

To 4 divinity, particularly the Evi | 

diences of Chriſtianity. R 


To read the New Teſtament over in the 
year, with more uſe than hitherto of | 


* 


commentators. „„ 


MEDITATIONS Wo 


To be Sligent in my undertakings 5112 271 
To ſerve and truſt God, and be hit, 


0 YI 1 


nean oc 0 


191 


I 6139 | 


4a .cntming am I ml WM 


4 241 147 C #3 * 


1 and woſt merciful | Father; 
ſuffer me once. more to ; commemarate the 
death of thy ſon. Jeſus Chriſt, my Sax 
our and Redeemer, and make the memo 
rial of his death profitable to my ſalvation, « 
by ſtrengthening my faith in his merits, 

and quickening my obedience to his laws. 
Remove from me, O God, all inordinate 
deſires, all corrupt paſſions, and all vain . #7 
terrours, and fill me with zeal for thy | © 
glory, and with confidence in thy mercy. = 
— 8 K ; Mike” bs. 


1% PRAYE RS AND 


Make me to AY all men, and enable 

me-to uſe thy gifts, whatever Thou ſhalt 
| beſtow, to the benefit of my felloy- 
| creatures, So lighten the weight of 


„ 23# 35.7 87 the 


years, and To mitigate the afflictions ol 
diſeaſe, that 1 may continue fit for thy 
ſervice, and uſeful in my ſtation. And 
of let me paſs through this life, by! the 
| Eiidance of thy Holy Spirit, that at lf 
Tray \ enter into eternal j joy, through Iz 


. 4 i 


1 at Lord. Amen, 
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HAVING gone to bed about two, J roſe 


lt N | 1 

4 about nine, and, having prayed, went 

ö to church. I came early, and uſed 

0 | * ES | * | Fu - | . 
this prayer: After ſermon I. again 


uſed my prayer; the Collect for the 
day I repeated ſeveral times, at leaſt 
the petitions. I recommended my 
friends. At the altar I prayed ear- 
neſtly, and when I came home, pray- 


* 


ed for pardon and peace; repeated my 
own prayer, and added the petitions of 
the Collect. | 


O God have mercy upon me, for the ſake 
of Jeſus Chriſt Amen. 


At my return home, I returned thanks 
for the opportunity of communion. _ 


K 2 I was 


| dimmer, Which k bekeve was late, [ 
4 em the Firſt Epiltle to 'Fhefl; zthen 
| ; : went to Evening; Prayers; then came 
| io tea, and afterwards tried Vockhas de 
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MEDITATIONS 7 


Fs 60 Monday April 20, 1778. 

AFTER a good night, a8 L am forced to 
reckon, I roſe ſeaſonably, and prayed, 
- uling the Colle& for yeſterday. 


i reviewing | my time from Fafter 1977s 
I found a very melancholy and ame- 
ful blank. 80 little has been done; 


that days and months are without any 
trace. , My health bag, indeed been 


| very much interrupted. _ _ My. nights 


have been commonly, not only reſt- 
leſs, but painful and fatiguing, My 
reſpiration was once fo difficult, that 
of an aſttima was fuſpetted. 1 could not 


walk, but with great difficulty; from. 


Snowhill to Greenhill: Some relaxa-- 
tion of my breaſt Has. been Proctired, 
K 3. THE 


98 PRAYERS AND 
I think, by opium, which, though it 
L never gives me (leep, "frees my breaſt 


from ſpaſmm. an. 


I have written a little of the Lives of the 
Poets, I think with all my uſuat vi- 
gour. I have made ſe: mons, perhaps 

as readily as formerly. My memory 

is leſs faithful in retaining names, and, 

I am afraid, in retaining occurrences. 
Of this vacillation and vagrancy of 


iy mind, 1 impute a great part to to a a for- 
tuitous and unſettled life, and there- 


fore purpoſe to ſpend my time 4 

4 more method. | 
This year, the. 28th of March palſed a away 
= without memorial. Poor Tetty, what- 
| ever were our faults and failings, we 


loved each other, 1 did not farget 


2 
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thee yeſterday. Couldeſt thou wy 
lived 5. 1 U 


1114 45h 


I am now, with the = of God, to be- 
gin a new life. 


1779. 


0 „ © "2 


Jan, 1, before 1 in the morning: 


9 


Armighty God, merciful Father, who 
haſt granted to me the beginning: of a- 


nother year, grant chat! may employ thy 
gifts to thy glory, and my Own ſalvation. 
Excite me to amend my life ; give me 


4% PRAYERS AND 
goal reſolutions, and enable me to per- 
form them. As I approach the grave, 
let my faith be invigorated, my hope ex- 
alted, and my charity enlarged. Take not 
from. me thy Holy Spirit ; but in the 

courſe of my life protect me, in the hour 
or death ſuſtain me, and finally receive 
me to everlaſting happineſs, for the ſake 
of Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


— 
— * 
— * — U 
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7 f J bd 7 5 * 
\ * ” * - | - 


Aprit 2. ; 

AF TER a night refileſs and oppreſſive, f 
c roſe. this morning ſomewhat earlier than 

7 is uſual; and having taken tea, which 
„ was very neceſſary to compoſe the diſ- 
order 
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order in my breaſt, having eaten no- 
thing I went to church with Boſwel. 
We eatne late; I was able to attend 
the Litany with little perturbation. 
When we eame home I bega the Firſt. 


Collect for the right uſe of the Scrip- 


tures. I gave Boſwel Les Penſses de 
Paſcal, that he might not interrupt 
me. I did not, I believe, read very 
95 diligently ; ; and before 1 had read far, 
we went to church again; I was again 
attentive. At home read's again, en 


dtank tea witty a bun and an half, 


thinking myfelf lefs able to faſt than 

at former times; and then concluded | 
the | Epiſtle. Being muck oppreſfel 
with drowſineſs, I ſlept about an hour. 
bythe fire. ; 


E 5; „ 


11. P. N. 

1 AM now to review the laſt year, and 
find little but diſmal vacuity, neither 

| buſineſs nor pleaſure z much intended, 
and little done. My health is much 
broken; my nights afford ine little 
reſt. I have tried opium, but its help 
is counterbalanced with great diſturb- 
ance; it prevents the ſpaſms, but it 


hinders 5 855 0 _ have FRO on 
© ae 


Laſt week I publiſhed the Lives of the 

Poets, written, I hope, in ſuch a man- 

ner, as may tend to the enn of 

75 :.-1; | | | 

In this laſt year I have made little acqui- 

tion; have ſearcely read any thing. 
I 6!main- 


M DIA 10 Ns. 2 


I maintain Mrs. —— — and her daughter. 
Other good of myſelf I know. not 
where to find,. except a little charity. 


But I am now in my ſeventieth years, 
what can be done, 4 not to be 
| delayed. | EFT NT abc 


+ '%\ W- £ S 80 0 - * * 93 Fu { 


* 


nn - 5082! CO | 
BA STER EVE. 


| April ry 1779, 11. # * 
THI S is s the time of my annual review, 


and annual reſolution. The review is 
comfortleſs little done. Part of the 
Life of Dryden and the Life of Mitton | 
have been written; but my mind has 
neither been improved nor enlarged. 

I have | 


4 "hop AA Yikn's : AND 


= have read nige, almoſt nothing. 
And Tam not conſcious that 1 Have 


v4 r 


gained any _ or 8 any evil 


4* 


5 d . : : FR 
Of hints 1 have made & many, with 


ſo little effect, that I am almoſt | weary, 
but, by the help of God, am not yet 
hopeleſs. Good reſolutions muſt be 
made and kept. I am. almoſt ſeventy 

. years old, and haye no time to loſe, 

The diftreſsful reſtleſſueſs of my nights, 
55 makes i it difficult to ſettle the courſe of 
"”F ay. Something, wie let 
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. 


' 


April 45 1779- 


1 ROSE about half an hour after nine, 


tranſcribed the prayer written laft 


night; 3 and by neglecting to count 


time, ſat too long at breakfaſt, ſo that 
I came to church at the firſt Leſſon, 

E attended the Litany pretty well; but 
in the pew could not hear the commu- 


nion ſervice, and miſſed the prayer for 


the church Militant. Before I went to 


the altar, I prayed: the occafionat pray- 


er. At the altar 1 commended my 
© e, and again prayed the prayer ; I 
then prayed the collects, and again my 
own prayer by. memory. I left out a 
clauſe. I then received, I hope with 

ear- 


206 PRAYERS AND 


earnefinels; and while others received 
fat down; but thinking that poſture, 
though uſual, improper, I roſe and 


ſtood. I prayed again in the pew, but 
with what prayer I have "Regis 


When I uſed the 3 prayer at the 
altar, I added a general purpoſe, 


2 - ; 


To avoid idteneſs. 


2 
Is ys two ſhillings to the Plate. 


Before I went I uſed, I think, my prayer, 
and endeayoured to calm my mind. 
| Atter my return I uſed it again, and 
| the collect for the day. Lord have 


mercy upon me. 


CL 


I have 


ai 


Ms ws 


MEDITATIONS. wy 
I have for ſome nights called Francis to 


prayers, and Taft'night diſcourſed with 
him on the ſacrament. 


EASTER DAY. 


TH April 4,1779. 


Purpoſes, 
To riſe at eight, or as ſoon as I can. 
To read the Scriptures. 
To ſtudy religion. „ 


* 
PI, 
5 
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Armiguy God, by thy merciful conti- 


nuance of my life, I come once more to 


commemorate the ſufferings and death of 
thy ſon Jefus Chrift, and to implore that 


' mercy which, for his ſake, thou ſheweſt 
to finnets.- Forgive me my ſins, O Lord, 
and enable me to forſake them. Eaſe, if: 


"x4 


it ſhall-pteafe Thee, the anxieties of my 
mind, and relieve the infirtnities of my 


body. Let me not be diſturbed by unne⸗ 


eeſſary terrours, and let not the weakneſs: 
ef age make me unable to amend my life. 
O Lord, take not from me thy Holy Spi- 


rit, but receive my petitions, ſuccour and 


comfort me, and let me ſo paſs the remain- 
der 


de 
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der of my days, that when Thou ſhalt call 
me hence, I may enter into eternal happi- 
neſs, through Jeſus Chriſt ' our Lord. 
Amen. . 25 4 
—  — — — 


Sept. 18, 1779, H. P. M. rams. 


Ar mighty God, Creator of all things, 
in whoſe hands are life and death, glory 
be to Thee for all thy mercies, and for 
the prolon gation of my li ife to the common 
age of man; Pardon me, O Gracious 
God, all the offences which in the courſe 


of ſeventy years I have committed againſt 


thy holy laws, and all negligences of thoſe 
duties which Thou haſt required. Look 


with pity upon me, take not lids: me thy 


Holy Spirit, but enable me to paſs the 
K 3 * 


. a2 PRAYERS AND. 


days which Thou ſhalt yet vouchſafe to 
grant me, in thy fear, and to thy glory; 
and accept O Lord, the remains of a miſ- 
pent life, that when Thou ſhalt call me to 


- another ſtate, I may be received to ever- 


laſting happineſs, for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


bb. 


My purpoſe 3 is to communicate at leaſt 
. thrice a year. 

To ſtudy the Scriptures, 

To be diligent. 
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1780. 
— — n — —- ' 
January 1. H. 1. A. M. 


Armighty God, my Creator and Pre- 
ſerver, by whoſe mercy my life has been 
continued to the beginning of another year, 
grant me, with increaſe of days, increaſe 
of holineſs ; that as I live longer, I may 
be better prepared to appear before Thee, 
when Thou ſhalt 85 me from my preſent 
ſtate. 


Make me, O Lord, truly thankful for 
the mere y which Thou haſt vouchſafed to 


ſhew me through my whole life ; ; make 


me thankful for the health which Thou 
haſt reſtored in the laſt year, and let the 
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remains of my firength and. life be em- 


pPloyed to _ Lad and ud own fa 


„ nn 


from me; enable me to avoid or overcome 


for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and 


vation .. 


Take not, Oo Lord, thy Holy Spyit 


all that may hinder my 'advancement in 


godlineſs; let me be no longe ger idle, no lons 


ger ſinful; but give me rectitude of 
thou St and conſtancy of action, and 
bring me at laſt to everlaſting happitieſs | 


Saviour. Amen. 
IS | Sunday, 8 48. 1 
IN the as this day laſt year, L 
perce ived the remiſſion of thoſe. con- 
8 walbons in my breaſt, which had diſ- 
treſſed ; 


— 
> 


.». 


MEDITATYTONSE, _ 


— 


need me * more bin twenty years. 
Y returned thanks at church for the 
mercy granted me, which has now | 


continued a  Jear. 
EST JON 3 £411 wy 1 


THANKSGIVING. 


Abe ge ag ny and Pre- 
ſerver, from whom proceedeth all good, 


ir 2 + -> 


enable me to receive, with humble 2 
knowkedgment of thy uribounded benig⸗ 
nity, and with due confſciotifneſs of my 
own unworthineſs, that recovery and con- 
tinuance of heath which Thou had grant- 
ed me, and vouchſaſe to accept the thanks 
which I now off&: - Glory be to Thee, O 
Lord, for this and all thy mercies. Grant, 

Ü be- 


4 PRAYERS: AND: 
I beſeech Thee, that the. health and life 
which Thou ſhalt yet allow me, may? con- 
duce to my eternal happineſs. Take not 
from r me thy Holy Spirit; but ſo help 
and bleſs me, that when' Thou ſhalt call 
me hence, I may obtain pardon and fal- 
vation, for the ſake of Jeſus 0 our 
Lord. Amen. 5 


eile 1 . 5 J: 


Sept 18, Hie 


5 


I AM now beginning: the ſeventy-ſecond 

year of my life, with more ſtrength of 
" body and greater vigour of anind than 
I think is common at that age. But 
though the convulſions in my breaſt 
are re e is ſeldem long, 


* 1 * ' 0 % ile FI — wo © 2+ 
7 * , » #® 7 ' 7 d 
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My ni ights are wakeful, and therefore 
I am ſometimes ſleepy 1 in the day. I 
have been attentive to my diet, and 
have diminiſhed the bulk of my body. 
I have not at! all ſtudied, nor written 


diligently. 1 have Swift and Pope yet 


to write; Swift i is Ira begun. 


— 


I 1550 forgatien or neglected my reſoluti- 


ons or purpoſes, which I now humbly 
and timorouſly renew. Surely I. ſhall 


not ſpend my whole life with my own 


total diſapprobation. Perhaps God 
may grant me now: to begin a wiſer: 
and n better e: Uu c 


8 * 
/ : 
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Alm ighty God, my creator ahd Pre- 
ſerver, who haſt permitted me to begin 
another year, look with mercy upon my 
wretchedneſs and frailty. ReQiify my 
thou ghts, 1 relieve m my perplexities, ſtren gth- 
en my purpoſes, and reform m y doings. 
Let increaſe of years bring increaſe of 
faith; hope, and charity.” Grant me dil - 
gence in whatever work thy providence 
Mall appoint me. Take not from me thy 
Holy Spirit, but let me paſs the remainder 
af the days which Thou ſhalt yet allow 
me, in thy fear and 10: thy glory; and 
when it ſhall be thy good pleaſure to call 
me hence, grant me, O Lord, forgiveneſs 


of my ſins, and receive me to everlaſting 
happineſs, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our 


Lord. Amen. 


„ 


. 


N 


=, 
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January 2. 
I WAS yeſterday hindered by my old 
diſeaſe of mind, and . begin 
to- day. 


1 January 1. 
HAVING fat in my chamber till the year 
began, I uſed my accommodation of 
the Morning Prayer to the beginning of 
this year, and ſlept remarkably well, 
though I had ſupped liberally. In the 


morning I went to church. Then I 
wrote letters for Mrs. Deſmoulins ; then 


went to Streatham, and had many 
ſtops. At night I took wine, and did 
not ſleep well. 

L 
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January 2, 1981, 
I ROSE according to my reſolution, and 
am now to begin another year. I hope 
with amendment of life. I will not 
deſpair. Help me, help * 0 1 
God. My hope is, a 
To riſe at eight or ſooner. 
To read the Bible through this year, in 
ſome language. 
To keep a journal, : 
To ſtudy religion. 


To avoid idleneſs. 


reg 


ble 


A , 
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Armiguy God, merciful Father, who 
haſt granted me ſuch continuance of life, 
that I now ſee the beginning of another 
year, look with mercy upon me; as Thou 
granteſt increaſe of years, grant increaſe 
of grace. Let me live to repent what I 
have done amiſs, and by thy help fo to 
regulate my future life, that I may obtain 
mercy when I appear before Thee, 
through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, - Ena- 
ble me, O Lord, to do my duty with a 
quiet mind; and take not from me thy 
Holy Spirit, but protect and bleſs me, for 
the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 
3 


A 


2 PR AYERS AND 


GOO D FRIDAY: 


April 13, 1787. 


T FORGOT my prayer and reſolutions 
till two days ago I found this paper. 


Sometime i in March I finiſhed the Lives 
of the Poets, which I wrote in my 
-uſual way, dilatorily and haſtily, un- 
willing to work, and working with vi- | Þ 


gour and haſte, 


MEDITATIONS. mt 


On Wedneſday 12, was buried my dear 
friend Thrale, who died on Wedneſ- 
day 4; and with: him were buried 
many of my hopes and pleaſures. 
About five, J think, on Wedneſday 
morning he expired: 1 felt almoſt the 
laſt flutter of his pulle, and looked for 

the laſt time upon the face that for 
fifteen. years had never been turned 
upon me but with reſpect of benig- 
nity. Parewel. May God, that de- 
lighteth in/ merey, have had mercy __ 
upon thee. 


1 Thad conſtantly prayed for him ſome time A 
before his death. 


1 | SOR E.3 _ Tho 


* 
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The deceaſe of him, from whoſe friend- 
ſmip I had obtained many opportuni- 
ties of amuſement, and to whom ! 
turned my thoughts as to a refuge from 
miefortunes, has left me heavy. But 
? my buſineſs is with myſelf. | 


September I 8. 


My. Gcſt OR Al of Thrale was in 
1766. L enjoyed his favour for almoſt 
a fourth part of my life. 
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nd. 
Nis 7 6 
'P| | | SR 


EASTER EVE = - 
April 14, 178 1. 


ON. Good Friday L took, in the afternoon,. 
ſome coffee and buttered cake ; and 
to-day, I had'a little bread at break- 
faſt, and potatoes and apples in. the 

 afterioh, the tea with a little toaſt.; 3 

but I find myſelf feeble and unſuſ- 

tained, and ſuſpect that I cannot bear 


to faſt ſo long as formerly. 


'This 


— 
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This day I read ſome of Clarke's Ser- 
mons. I hope that ſince my laſt com- 
munion I have ad vanced, by pious 
reflections, in my ſubmiſſion to God, 
and my benevolence to man; but 1 
have corrected no external habits, nor 
| have kept any of the reſolutions made 
in the beginning of the year; yet I 
hope ſtill to be reformed, and not ta 
loſe, my whole life in idle purpoſes, 
Many years are already gone, irrevo- 
cably paſt, | in uſeleſs miſery z ; that 
| what remains may be ſpent better, 


| | grant, Q God. 
By 


* 
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* 


— . 4 r LR OT —_ 


By this awful feſtival is particularly re- 
commended newneſs of life; and a 
new life 1 vil now endeavour to be- 
gin, by more diligent application bo | 
uſeful employment, and more frequent 
attendance on N worſhip: 


I again with hope 4 help from the God of 
| mercy, reſolve, Dn 5 

To avoid idleneſs. 4 5 7 ä „ 
To read the Bible. — ne 
To ſtudy religion. 
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1 * * 
87 177 Sr: 


Aude, God, merciful Father: 
; by whoſe protection I have been pre- 
ſerved, and by whoſe clemency T have 
been ſpared, grant that the life which 
Thou haſt ſo long continued may be 
no longer waſted i in id leneſs, or corrupt- 
ed by wickedneſs. Let my future pur- 
poſes be good, and let not my good pur- 

poſes be vain. Free me, O Lord, from 
vain terrours, and ſtrengthen me in dili- 
gent obedience to thy laws. Take not 
from me thy Holy Spirit, but enable me 
ſo to commemorate the death of my 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, that I may be made 
| partaker of his merits ; and may finally, 
for his ſake, obtain everlaſting happineſs. 
| Amen. | 3 
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EAST ER SUN DAT. 


ti 
I ROSE after eight, and breakfaſted; 


then went earl y to church, and before- 
ſervice read, the prayer for the Church! 


Militant: . 1. commended my * 
friends, as I have formerlj y done. I. 
was one of the laſt that communi- 
cated, When I came home I was. 
hindered by viſitants, but found time 
to pray before dinner. God, ſend th y. 
bleing upon me. 


Sie MS. 


4 , „ 
= 9 * 2 
f F 
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Anse April 16. 
AT nigh I had ſome mental vellicati- 


* ons, or revulſions. I prayed in my 


7 chamber with Frank, and read the firſt 
15 Sunday i in the Duty. of Man, i in which 

1 had, till then, only looked by com- 
ky? 12 1 75 or r by chance. | 


This day 1 3 my prayer, and hope 
to be beard. 


1 have, I thank God, received "7 Sacra- 


ment every year at Fafter f ince the 

death of my poor dear Tetty. I 

once felt ſome temptation to omit it, 

but I was preſerved from compliance. 
This was the thirticth Eaſter. 


1 
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= _ June 22, 1781. 
Al mighty Cod, who art the giver * 
all good, enable me to remember wWitn 
due thankfulneſa, the comforts and advan- 
tages which | have enjoyed by the friend- 
8 Thrale, fot whom, ſo far as 
is lawful, I humbly implore thy mercy 
in his preſent ſtate. O Lord, fince Thou 
haſt been pleaſed to call him from this 

world, look with mercy on thoſe whom he 


has left; continue to ſuccour me by ſuch 


means as are beſt for me, and repay to his 
relations the kindneſs which I have re- 
ceived from him ; protect them in this 
world from temptations and calamities, and 
grant them happineſs in the world to come, 

for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


& 
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September 2, 1781. 


WHEN Thrale's health was broken, Be 
meny months I think before his death, 

- . which happened April 4, I'conftantly, 

mentioned him in my prayers; and 
after his death, have made particular 
ſupplication for his a family to 
this day. 


MEDITATIONS. azr 


September 18. 


THIS is my ſeventy- third birth-day, an 


awful day. I ſaid a preparatory prayer 
laſt night, and waking early, made 
uſe, in the dark, as I ſat up in bed, of 
the prayer [beginning of this year]. - 
roſe, breakfaſted, and gave thanks at 
church for my creation, preſervation, 
and redemption. As I came home, I 
F thought I had never begun any period 
of life ſo placidly. I read the Second 
Epiſtle to the Theſſ; alonians, and looked 
into Hammond's Notes. I have always 
been accuſtomed to let this day paſs 
unnoticed, but it came this time into 
my mind that ſome little feſtivity was 

not 
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not improper. I had a dinner, and 
invited Allen and Levet. 


What has paſſed in my thoughts on this 
anmiverſary, is in ſtitched book K*. | 


My purpoſes are the ſame as on the firſt 
day of this year, to which I add hope 


” &s 


More frequent attendance on public wor- 
| . ſhip. by * | | 


Participation of the Sacrament af kaſt 


three times a year. 


L Back inet is the Editor's poleion.] 
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Sept. 18. Veſp. 10e, 40, Circ, 


A Lmighty and moſt merciful Father, 
who haſt added another year to my life, 


and yet permitteſt me to call upon Thee, 
grant that the remaining days which Thou 

malt yet allow me, may be paſt 1 in thy | 
fear and to thy glory. Grant me good re- 
ſolutions and ſteady perſeverance. Re- 
lieve the diſeaſes of my body, and com- 
poſe the diſquiet of my mind. Let meat 
laſt repent and amend my lifes and, O 
Lord, take not from me thy Holy Spirit, 
but aſſiſt my amendment, and accept my 
| repentance, far the fake of Jeſus Quilt | 
Amen. ; 


„ PRAYERS AND 


Sunday, October 14, 1787. 
EY (properly Monday morning.) 
IAM this day about to go by Oxford 
and Birmingham to Lichfield and Aſh- 
bourne. The motives of my Jourey 
T hardy know. J omitted it laſt year, 


and am not willing to mils it again. 
Mrs. Afton will be glad, I think, to ſee 


| me. We are both old, and if I put 
off my viſit, 1 may ſee her no more; 


perhaps ſhe wifhes for another inter- 
view. She is ERGY 51 woman. 


— 


Hector is Akeviſe an old friend, the aa 
companion of my childhood that paſſ- 
ed through the ſchool with. me. We 
Have always loved one another. Per- 


"ou we may. be made better by ſome 
ſerious 
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ſerious converſation, of which, howe- 
ver J have nodiſtin& hope. 


At Lichfield, my native place, I hope to 
ſhew a good example, by frequent at- 


tendance on public worſhip. 
At Aſhbourne, I hope to talk ſeriouſly. 


A 9 
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1982. 


March 18. 

HAVING been, front the middle of Ja- 
nuary, diſtrefled by a cold which made 
my reſpiration very laborious, and from: 
which I was but little relieved by. be- 
ing blooded three times; having tried 


d to eaſe the oppreſſion of my breaſt by 


frequent opiates, which kept me wak- 
ing in the night and drowſy the next 
day, and ſubjected me to the tyranny 
of vain imaginations; having to all 
| this added frequent catharticks, ſome- 
times with mercury, I at laſt per- 

ſuaded 


| AWAY, and from that time my breath 


MEDITATIONS. 2 
 ſuaded Dr. Laurence, on Thurſday 


7 March 14, to let me bleed more cop 2 


ouſly. Six teen ounces were taken 


has been free, and my breaſt eaſy.” 
On that day I took little food, and no 
Aeſh. On Thurſday night I flept with 
great tranquillity. On the next night 
(is) I took diacodium, and had a | 
moſt reſtleſs night. | Of the next day 
I remember nothing, but that I roſe in 
| the afternoon, and ſaw Mrs. Lennox 
and Sheward. | 


Sunday 
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Sunday 17. iT 2 late and had only 
palfrey to dinner, I read part of 
Waller's Directory, a pious rational 


book; but in any except a very regular 
fe difficult to practice. 


I occurred to me, that though my: time 
might paſs unemployed, no more 

| ſhould paſs uncounted, and this has 
been written to-day, in con ſequence 
of that thought. I read a Greek 
chapter, prayed with Francis, which 
I now do common y, and explained 
to him the Lord's Prayer, in which 1 
find connection not obſerved, I think, 
by the expoſitors. I made punch for 
myſelf and my ſervants, by which, 
in 


| . 
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in the night, I thought both my breaſt | 
and imagination diſordered. : 


March 18. I roſe late, looked a little 
into books. Saw Miſs Reynolds and 
Miſs Thrale, and Nicolaida ; after- 
_ wards Dr. Hunter came for his cata- 
logue. I then dined on tea, &c. 
then read over part of Dr. Laurence's 
book De Temperamentis, which 
ſeems to have been written with a 
troubled mind. F | 
My mind has been for ſome time much 
diſturbed, The peace of God be with 


me. 


I hope to-morrow to finiſh Laurence, and 
to write to Mrs. Aſton, and to Lucy. 


19. 1 


.4 
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240 
19. I roſe late. 1 was | Viſhed by Mes 
A Mr. OE: and I Mr. Crofts 


was chill; having faſted ede I 
was hungry, and dined freely, then 
Nept a little, and drank tea; then took 
candles and wrote to Aſton and Lucy, 
then went on with Laurence, of which 


little remains. I N with F rancis, 
IA 


Mens ſedation, laus Deo. 


'To-morrow Shaw comes. I think to fi- 


niſh Laurence, N write to _ 
ton. AS 


Poor Laurence has almoſt loſt the ſenſe of 
hearing ; and 1 have loſt the converſa- 


tion of a learned, intelligent, and com- 


: municative 


2 
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municative companion, and: a friend 
whom long familiarity has much en- 
deared. Laurence is one of the beſt 
men whom I have known. 


N oſtrum omnium miſerere Deus. 


20: Shaw came; 1 finiſhed reading Lau- | 
| rence. I dined liberally: Wrote a a 


long letter to Langton, and deſigned 


to read, but was hindered by Strahan. .. 
The miniſtry is diſſolved. I prayed 


with Francis, and gave thanks. 


To- ob- To Mrs. Thrule— To ute 


to Hector— To Dr. Taylor. 


21, I went to Mrs. Thrale. Mr. Cox 


and Paradiſe met me at the door, and 
went with me in the coach. Paradile's 
Loſs. In the evening wrote to Hector. 
1 At 


* 


„ 


At night thers were eleven viſitants. 


Converſation with Mr. Cox. When 


waked I ſaw the * covered 
with ſnow. 


22, I ſpent the time idly: Mens turbata. 


In the afternoon it ſnowed.” At night 


I wrote to Taylor about the pot, and 
to Hamilton about the F cedera. 


2 3 I came home, ** found that Det. 
moulins had, while I was away, been 


in bed. Letters from Langton and 


Boſwel * promiſed L— ſix gut- 5 


24. try. I roſe not early. Viſitors - 
Allen, Davis, Windham, Dr. Horſley. 
Dinner at Strahan's. Came home and 


a: 74 


« 
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chatted with Williams, and read Ro- 
mans ix. in Greek. be 2 
To- morrow begin again to read the Bible ; 
put rooms in order copy Is let- 
ter. At night I read 11 p- and ſome- 
thing more, of the Bible, in fifty-five, 
| minutes. 


26. Tu. I copied L—'s letter, Then 
| wrote to Mrs. Thrale. Coxe viſited * 
| me. 1 ſent home Dr. Laurence pa- 

pers, with notes. I gave — 
guinea, and found her a gown. 


* S ry 4 
i 


27. W.—At Harley-ſtreet. Bad nights | , 
Inn the evening Dr. Bromfield and his 
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Th. 28, I came home. Sold Rymer for 
Davies; wrote to Boſwel. Viſitors Dr. 
Percy, Mr. Crofts. 1 have, in ten 

days, written to Aſton, Lucy, Hector, 
Langton, Boſwel; perhaps to all by 
whom my letters are deſired. | 


% 


The weather which now begins 1 to "ba 
warm, gives me great help. I have 
hardly been at church this year; cer 
tainly not ſince the 15th of January. 
My cough and difficulty of breath 
would not permit it. 


This i is the day on which, in 1752, dear 
3 1 r died. I have now uttered a 
© prayer of repentance and contrition ; ; 
perhaps Tetty knows that I prayed for 
ber. Perhaps Tetty is now praying 
| | for 
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for me. God help me: Thou, God, 
art merciful, hear my prayers, and 
enable me to truſt in Thee. 


We were married almoſt ſeventeen years 
and have now been' parted thirty. 


Ethen read 11 p. from Ex. 36. to Lev. % 
* prayed with Fr. and uſed the he prayer: 
; for Good Diiday... 8 


A. 
+ 4 * 
A 430 = 


29. Good Friday. After a night of great 
diſturbance and ſolicitude, ſuch as.I do 
not remember, I roſe, drank tea, but 
without eating, and went to church, 

I was. very compoſed; and coming 
home, read Hammond on one of the 
Pſalms for the day. I then read Levi- 
ticus. Scott came in. A kind letter 
from Gaſtrel. I read on, then went 

M 3 now” 25 


| 4 


- 
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7 WY * F l — * * 4 
j 
* 


to evenin g prayers, and afterwards 
F _ drank tea, with buns ; then read till 1 


| | finiſhed Leviticus, 24 pages et 8 


To wri ite to Gaftrel, to-morrow, 


To look agnin into Eemmond..” 
30. Sat, . Viſitors Paradiſe, and I think 


F 


Aber, Read 11 pages of the Bible. 
I vas faint; dined on herrings and po- | 


tatoes, At prayers, I think, in the ö 


© " evening. I wrote to Gaſtrel, and re- 
4s, { ceived a kind letter from Hector. At 
| night Lowe. Pr. with Francis. 


31. Eafter Day. Read 15 pages of the 


Bible. Cætera alibi... 
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At the Table.” | 


* 


n God by whoſe ay: am 


now permitted to commemorate my Re- | 


demptlon by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; grant 
that © this awful remembrance may 
firengthen my faith, enliven my hope, and 


encreaſe my charity; that I may truſt i in 
Thee with my whole heart, and do good 


actordin g to my power. Grant me the 


help of thy Holy Spirit, that I may do thy 


will with diligence, and ſuffer it with hum- 
ble patience ; fo that when Thou ſhalt call 


me to judgment, I may obtain forgiveneſs 
and acceptance for the lake of Jeſus Chriſt 
dur Lord and Saviour. Amen. 0 


* 
„1 


* 


248 p ERS AND. 


13 


At Departure, or at Home. 


kant, I beſeech Thee, merciful Lord, 


that the deſigns of a new and better life, 


which by thy grace I have now formed, 
may not paſs away without effect. In- 
Cite and enable me, by thy Holy Spirit, 


to improve the time which Thou ſhalt 


grant me; to avoid all evil thoughts, 


' words and ations and to do all the du- 


ties which Thou ſhalt ſet before me. Hear 
my prayer, O Lord, for the ſake of Jeſus 


Chriſt. Amen. 


Theſe Prayers I wrote for Mrs. 5 
porter „in the latter end of the year 


— 148 


[Daughter in law to Dr. Johnſon, and now liv- 


ing at Lichfield.] ied 
1782, 


* 
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1782, and. tranſcribed ther October ; 
9, 1784. | 15 | 3. 


——— — — 
cg? On leaving Mr. Thralt's Family. _—_ | 


k 


October 6, 178 2. 


A Lmighty God, Father of all mercy, 
help me, by thy grace, that I may with 
humble and ſincere thankfulneſs remem⸗ 
ber the comforts and conveniencies which | 

I have enjoyed at this place, and 'that 2 
I may reſign them with holy ſubmiffon, | 
equally truſting in thy protection when 
Thou giveſt and when Thou takeſt away. 
Have mercy — me, O Lord, have 
mercy upon me, 8 


Lo M 5 To 
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To thy fatherly: protection, O Lord, 1 | 
commend this family. Bleſs, guide, and 
defend them, that they may ſo paſs thro! 
this world as finally to enjoy in thy pre- 
ſence everlaſting happinets, for 18 
Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


0 Lord, ſo hs? as, &c,—Thrale. 


| | October 7. 
sees AER 1 packed up my bun- 
dles, and uſed the foregoing Prayer, 
15 vith my morning devotions ſomewhat, 


. I think, enlarged. Being earlier than 
... the family, I read St. Paul's farewel in 
| the Acts, and then read fortuitouſly in 
the Goſpels, which was my e uſe 

of the library. 
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1783. 
September 6. 


I had juft heard of Willians s death. 


Almichty and moſt Wei F ather, 
who art the Lord of life and death, who 
giveſt and who takeſt away, teach me to 
adore thy providence, whatever Thou 


ſhalt allot me; make me to remember, 
with due thankfulneſs, the comforts which 
I have received from my friendſhip with 
Anna F Williams, 4 Look upon her, O 


Lord, with mercy, and prepare me bỹß 
$ This Lady, who was afflicted with blindneſs, 7,” * 
Hved many years with Dr. Johnſon, and died in 
his houſe. She wrote ſeveral Poems, which were 


4 0 — — = £© — % » 


publiſhed i in one yolume 4t0, 1766. 
thy 


— 


* 


K 
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thy grace, to die with hope, and to paſs 


by death to eternal happineſs, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


1784. 


EASTER DAY. 
| April t. 


| A Lmighty God, my Creator and my 


Judge, who giveſt life and takeſt it away, 


enable me to return ſincere and hu mble 
thanks for my late deliverance from im- 
| minent death; ſo govern my future life 
by thy Holy Spirit, that every day which 
Thou ſhalt Permit to Paſs over me, may 

| wh 
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be ſpent in thy ſervice, 'and leave me leſs 
tainted with wickedneſs, and more ſub- 
miſſive to thy will. e 


Enable me, O Lord, to glorify Thee 
for that knowledge of my corruption, and 
that ſenſe of thy wrath, which my diſeaſe 
and weakneſs and danger awakened in my 
mind. Give me ſuch ſorrow as may pu- 
rify my heart, ſuch indignation as may 
quench all confidence in myſelf, and ſuch 
repentance as may, by-the interceſſion of 
my Redeemer, obtain pardon. Let the 
commemoration of the futferings and death 
of thy Son, which I am now, by thy 
favour, once more permitted to make; ö 
fill me with faith, hope, and charity. Let 
my Purpoſes k be good, and my reſolutions 
unſhaken; ; 
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unſhaken; and let me not be hindered or 
diſtracted by vain and uſeleſs fears, but 
through the time which yet remains, guide 
me by thy Holy Spirit, and finally receive 


me to everlaſting life, for the ſake of Jeſus : 
Chriſt our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


Againſt inqulſitive and perplexing 7 houg his. 

Auguſt 12, 1984. 
| O Lord, my Maker and Protector, who 
| haſt graciouſly ſent me into this world 
to work out my ſalvation, enable me to 


drive from me all ſuch unquiet and per- 
plexing thoughts as may miſlead or hinder 
me in the practice of thoſe duties which 
Thou halt required. When 1 behold the 


works 
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works of thy hands and conſider the courſe 
of thy providence, give me grace always 
to remember that thy thoughts are not my | 
thoughts, nor thy ways my ways. And 
white it ſhall pleaſe thee to continue me in 
this world, where much is to be done, and 
little to be known, teach me, by thy Holy 
Spirit, to withdraw my mind from unpro- 
| fitable and dangerous enquiries, from dif- 
ficulties vainly curious, and doubts impoſ- 
ſible to be ſolved. Let me rejoice in the 
light which Thou haſt imparted, let, me 
ſerve Thee with active zeal and humble 
confidence, and wait with patient expecta- 
tion for the time in which the ſoul which 
Thou receiveſt ſhall be ſatisfied with 


knowledge. Grant this, O Lord, for Je: 
| ſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 
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Aſhbourn, Auguſt 28, 1784; . 


| Ab and moſt merciful Father, 
who affficteſt not willingly the children of 
men, and by whoſe holy will, 

now languiſhes in ſickneſs and pain, make, 
I beſeech Thee, this puniſhment effectual 
to thoſe gracious purpoſes for which Thou 


ſendeſt i it; let it, if I may preſume to aſk, 
end not in death, but in repentance ; let 


him live to promote thy kingdom on earth, 
by the uſeful example of a better life; but 
if thy will be to call him hence, let his 
| thoughts be ſo purified by his ſufferings, 
that he may be admitted to eternal hap- 
pineſs. And, O Lord, by praying for 
him, let me be admoniſhed to conſider my 
own fins and m y own dan ger, to remem- 


ber 


A om K _- = 
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ber the ſhortneſs of life, and to uſe the 
time which thy mercy grants me to thy 


glory and my own ſalvation, for the ſake 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
— —ů— 
[The following Prayer was. compaſed | 
and uſed by Doctor Johnſon previous 
to his receiving the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper, on Sunday Decem- 
ber EY ey 


* * - 
. * * . 
* . 


7 


£ Lmi ghty and moſt merciful Father, 
I am now as to human eyes it ſeems, 
about to commemorate, for the + laſt _ 
time, the death of thy Son Jeſus Chrift 
our Saviour and Redeemer. Grant, O 

i Lord, 


+ He died the 13th. following. 
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Lord, that my whole hope and confidence 


may be in his merits, and thy merey IP 


enforce and accept my imperfect repen- 
tance; make this commemoration avail- 


? 


able to the confirmation of my faith, the 
eſtabliſh ment of my hope, and the en- 


largement of my charity ; ; and make the 
nth of thy Son Jeſus C heiſt effectual 


to my redemption. Haye mercy | upon 


me, a pardon. the multitude of my of- 


fences, Bleſs my friends; have mercy : 
upon all men. Support me by thy Holy | 


Spirit, in the days of weakneſs, and at 
the hour of death; and receive me, at 

my death, to everlaſting happineſs; for 
th fake of Jeſus Quit. Amen. 


© } 
” 
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[The folloving Meditations and | Prayer 
have no dates in the MS J 


I DID not, this week, labour my prepa- 
ration ſo much as I have ſometimes ' 
done. | My mind was not very qulet; 
and an anxious preparation makes-the 
duty of the day formidable and but- 
thenſome. Different methods ſuit dif- 
ferent ſtates of mind, body, and af- 
fairs. I roſe this day, and prayed, 
then went to tea, and afterwards com- 
poſed the Prayer, which I formed with 
great fluency, I went to church ; 
came in at the Pſalms could not hear 
the reader in the leſſons, but attended 
de prayers with tranquillity. 


> 
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To read the New Teſtament once a year: O 
i Greek.. 


FOE Receiving the Sacrament:. 


1 olels my faith in Jeſus. 

| I declare my reſolution to obey him: 5 - 
iy Timplore, | in the higheſt act of worſhip, 13 
| grace to keep theſe reſolutions. 
Þ hope to rife to a new life this day. | 


M ED: I 7 f 10 TE * 
wh On the I nth, Mr. Chamier. took me away 
with him from Streatham. J left the 


ſervants a guinea for my health, and 


was content enough to eſcape into a 


known, could not be mentioned. I fat 
up till midnight was paſt, and the day 
of a new year, a very awful day, be- 
gan. I prayed to God, who had 
_ [ſafely brought me tothe beginning of 
another year], but could not perfectly 


recollect the · prayer, and ſupplied it. 
Such deſertions of memory I have al- 


ways had. 


When I roſe on the 18th, I think I pray- 
ed again, then walked with my friend 
Into his grounds. When I came back, 


— 


-- 
- 


after 


houſe where my birth day not being 


f- 
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after ſome time paſſed in the library, | 
finding myſelf oppreſſed by ſleepineſs 
I retired to my chamber, where, by 


lying down, and a ſhort, imperfect 
ſlumber, I was refreſhed, and 1 
c as the night before, 


I ben dined, and trifled in the ibn 
and library, and was freed from a ſcru- 
ple about Horace. At laſt I went to 
bed, having firſt compoſed a prayer. 


19. Sunday. I went to. church, and at- : 
_ tended the ſervice. I found at church 


a a time to uſe my prayer, 0 Lord have 
merc— 


MEDITATIONS.” 
„ eee 
F God, creator and governor ot 
of the world, who ſendeft ſickneſs and 
reſtoreſt health, enable me to conſider, 
with a juſt ſenſe of thy mercy, the deli- 
verance which Thou haſt lately granted 
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me, and aſſiſt by thy bleſſing, as is beſt 


for me, the means which I ſhall uſe for the 
cure of the diſeaſe with which I am now 
afflicted. Encreaſe my patience, teach 
me ſubmiſſion to thy will, and fo rule my 


| thoughts and direct my actions, that I may 


be finally received to everlaſtin g happineſs, 
throu gh Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 
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0. the W 


- 
* — - 
* ! 
* % 's 


Wo" wow 


| ET | 
Aue God, our devel es 


without whoſe help "labour is uſelels, 
without whoſe light ſearch is vain, invi- 
gorate my ſtudies, and deer my enquiries, ; 
that I may, by due diligence and right | 
diſcernment, eſtabliſh myſelf and others 


in thy Holy Faith. Take not, O Lord, 
thy Holy Spirit from me ; let not evil 


1 * 


thoughts have dominion i in my mind. Let 
me not Unger! m ignorance, but enlighten 
arid ſupport me, for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 
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8 | 
vills and .afeQions of men, kindle in 
my mind holy defires, ard repreſs: fin- 
ful and corrupt imaginations enübl me 


to love thy'commandments, arid to deſire 


thy: promiſes; let me, by thy protection 
and influence, ſo paſs through thitigs 
temporal, as finally net to loſe the things 
eternal; and among the hopes and fears, 
the pleaſures and ſorrows, the dangers and 
deliverances, and all the changes of this 


| life, let my heart be ſurely fixed, by the 


help of thy Holy Spirit, on the everlaſt- 


ning fruition of thy preſence, where true 
Joys are to be found. Grant, O Lord, 


N theſe 


* 
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theſe petitions. Forgive, O merciful 
Lord, whatever T have done « cpntrary to 
thy laws. Give me ſuch, a ſenſe of wy 
wigkedncls. a may produce trye col 
tion and effeQual repenmnae, io thar 
n ſhall be called into another Rate, 8 
ma be received among the ſinters | 10 
whom. ſorrow. and reformation. have ob- 
tained pardon, for Jeſus Chriſts fake. 
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and moſt merciful Father, 
whoſe:clemency ino prefurite-ts implore 

"after a long He of careleſſneſs and wick- 
edneſs, have merey upon me. E have 
committed many treſpaſſes; I have ne- 
glecded many duties. I have done what 
Thou haſt forbidden, and leſt undone: 
what Thou baſt commanded. / Forgive; 
mexciful Lord, my as, negligences; and 
ignorances, and enable me, by thy Holy 
Spirit, to amend my life according to- 
thy Holy Word, for Jeſus n fake, 
Atoen; (1 ©! ee (HH £1 SHE DEAGY 


10 at ett i its out 2000508 
2er nos J N a bas bie mo. 
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| O» Merciful God, full of Tompaſin, 
beg ſuffering, and of great pity y 
* ¶rreſt when ye deſerve puniſhment, and. 

in, hy tai thinleſt upon mercy; make 
wa gerneſtiy to repent, and heartily to be 
ſemy fur alf my miſdeings ; make the re- 
b | membnancelſo-burtheriſome and painful, 
ut I may fle tb Thee with à trbubledk 
ſpirit and à bContrite heart; and, O merci- 

3 wh 'vifit,-comfort; plea: 

| erer Holy Spirit ene, bu ex 
cite zu me true tepentance; give me ix 
Þ this, world knowetige of thy: truth, and 
cCeonjidence in thy mercy, and in the world 
iN 10 come life everlaſting, for the ſake of 
our Lord and Saviour, ee, 
Chriſt. Amen. 
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| + EJACULATFON *: 
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" God, make me to remember that he 


* 


| | night cometh when no man can work. | 
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